
CjgpTENtB̂R 22, 1967 CHURCH TIMES 5

CHINA IN TURMOIL
R E P O R T E R  I N  R E D  C H I N A .  B y  C h a r le s  T a y lo r .  ( G o l la n c z ,  30 s .)

f  w ou ld  be easy  to  d ism iss th is

I book, a t first sigh t, as a  p iece  o f  
uperficial jo u rn a lism . M r. T a y lo r  

S himself less th a n  ju stice  b y  th e  
^ T m in a ry  im pression  w h ich  he  
$  1  of ra th e r a fr iv o lo u s  in te res t ingives B ut, b e fo re  m an y  p ag es
k‘S rpad it beco m es c lea r th a t  h e  h as 
arerh more to  o ffer in  th is th o u g h tfu l 
^  ture of life  in  C o m m u n is t C h in a  
PlCL  y as he saw  it f ro m  v ery  c lose  
t0Vriers du ring  a stin t o f  e ig h teen  
Qua as o n e  o f  th e  very  few  

c o rre sp o n d e n ts  s ta tio n e diTioifik3
Western

His work as correspondent fo r the 
■Vnronto Globe and M ail kept him  
^ f l v  in the capital, Peking, where he 

Endured the daily struggle with the for- 
i a] unhelpfulness of Chinese official­
ism But in between the sessions with 
i°e official Inform ation Office he had 
lenty of chances fo r observing life 

among the teeming m illions-of Peking, 
and he managed also to  travel quite 
widely not only to large - cities like 
Shanghai, but also to the rem ote m oun- 
uda district of Y enan, where the C om ­
munist revolution has its birthplace and 
spiritual home.

In all this M r. T ay lor obviously kept 
his eyes wide open and  his m ind alert to 
the significance o f w hat he saw. T he 
(result is a picture o f C om m unist China 
which is not only vivid but extremely 
interesting. It is drawn by a m an 
(anxious to preserve his critical faculties 
i—and he found p lenty to  criticise— but 
]at the same time ready to pay tribute to  
'achievement where tribute is due. 
j His chief conclusion o f the state of 
fthings in China to-day is that the Com ­
munist regime has becom e, in  the eyes 
ijof most of the people, simply another 
in the long line o f Chinese dynasties,

with the great M ao as the semi-divine 
E m peror who can do no wrong, but that 
it is generally regarded as much better 
than m ost o f its dynastic predecessors. 
A part from  the genuine enthusiasm for 
the regime which M r. Taylor found 
am ong the younger generation, he is 
^clear that the people as a whole accept 
it. to  say the least, w ithout m uch 
complaint.

Events which have occurred since Mr. 
Taylor completed his book (apparently 
early this year) may necessitate a revi­
sion of this impression before long, with 
something near civil war now looking to 
be in the offing in protest against the 
w orst excesses of the Red G uards of the 
so-called C ultural Revolution. But the 
book is convincing in  the picture which 
it gives o f widespread acceptance of the 
regime and a good deal of real en thu­
siasm fo r it.

Am ong the m ost interesting things in 
M r. T aylor’s book are his description of 
how exactly the vast official dem onstra­
tions in  Peking are organised by the 
authorities so as to  seem spontaneous—  
which they m ost certainly are not; his 
account of the puritanical attitude to sex 
and m arriage; the resistance o f cen­
turies-old customs and attitudes in the 
country  districts to  all the Com m unist 
propaganda of the Governm ent; the 
invasion of every sphere of life by the 
solemn enthusiasm  for M ao and his 
Thoughts (even ping-pong players are 
earnestly adjured to exercise their m inds 
“ to  find o u t how to apply C hairm an 
M ao’s words to your table-tennis p lay­
ing ”); the b land dismissal of the vefy 
possibility o f any popular criticism of 
the regime.

One o f the two things which will 
impress readers the m ost is the vast and 
terrifying lack of hum our im plicit in  the 
Com m unist contro l of hum an life— the 
hit-song o f  the heroine in  one m odern 
C hinese opera is entitled “ Som ething

Has Gone W rong with My Sister’s 
Ideology ” , while the conflict in a popu­
lar new play centred on an argum ent 
whether hum an m anure should be 
devoted to private gardens or given to 
the local commune.

The o ther is China’s atm osphere of 
infinite indifference, combined with an 
i m p r e g n a b l e  sense of effortless 
superiority, to the barbarous world out­
side C hina’s borders. This attitude is as 
old as Chinese history. But it seems to 
have been powerfully reinforced by the 
trium ph o f the native brand of 
Communism.

M r. T aylor has nothing to say about 
the fate of Christianity in  m odern 
China. This m ay be because he was not 
interested. O r it m ay be that there is 
virtually nothing left to report.

Commonsense Ethics
fflCERO ON M O RAL O BLIG A TIO N . Translated by John Higginbotham
I (Faber, 30s.)
i
|F  P la to  c an  b e  sa id  t o  b e  th e  
f. supreme in s tan c e  o f  a g re a t p h ilo ­

sopher w ho o n c e  m a d e  th e  m is ta k e  
(of turning p o litic ia n , C ice ro  s ta n d s  
|j>ut as a b o rn  p o litic ian  (th o u g h  
ijiardly a g rea t o n e) w h o  su ccessfu lly ,
:jn the h o u r o f  h is  p o litic a l e c lip se , 
turned to  the  w ritin g  o f  p h ilo so p h y , 
j In the course o f the single grim  sum ­
mer of 44 BC, a fte r his jubilation  a t 
Caesar’s m urder had  led to  his harsh 
exclusion from public affairs a t Rom e, 
he set himself, writing w ith furious 
.energy, to the com position o f his fam ous 
§ssays on friendship, old age and the 
livine nature and, by far the  m ost influ- 
F ntial, his long book “ On M oral 
Obligation.” A nd here is the text of th at 
justly famous D e Officiis, newly and 
tacely translated in a fairly free English 
version by a m odern scholar w ith a 
lively sense of the  book’s continuing
|orth.
.Cicero was not, o f course, an original 
|ninker. He was an eclectic who chose 
F moral ideas as appealed to  him 

r/om many different G reek and R om an 
ar°es But he had a genius fo r detect- 

j! wa.s valuable to practical men 
th; v Philosophical systems of greater 
t, nkers than himself, and he distilled a

splendid common-sense ethic in a  work 
which was to  have a  dom inating 
influence on E uropean thought for 
nineteen centuries a fte r he  was dead.

Some o f  the great C hristian Fathers, it 
is true, actively disliked and feared 
C icero’s teaching; Jerom e, fascinated 
against his will by his studies in Cicero, 
once dream t that he stood before G o d ’s 
judgm ent seat and heard  the accusation, 
“ Y ou are  a  liar; you are no Christian, 
bu t a C iceronian.” B ut the ideas o f the 
D e O fficiis  held their own, and, when 
the Renaissance cam e, exercised an  
enorm ous influence on such m en as 
Petrarch. Even as late  as the nineteenth 
century, when a t  last C icero’s rep u ta ­
tion as a  m oral philosopher suffered 
som ething o f an eclipse, the great 
M acaulay advised his nephew, on going 
up to  Cam bridge, to  take the De 
Officiis with him as suitable m atter fo r 
whiling away tedious m athem atics 
lectures.

M r. H igginbotham ’s graceful transla­
tion should serve well to  introduce 
latter-day students of classical antiquity  
to  one o f  its form ative works, and to 
give fresh circulation to  the ideas on 
ethics o f  a m aster o f literature who was 
also a  m an o f rem arkable comm on-sense 
in m atters o f right and wrong.

Standards of Morality
ARCHBISHOP LORD FISHER OF LAMBETH
In the course o f this essay L ord  F isher takes note of the pam phlet 
written a while ago by a group o f C hristians and hum anists on 
religion and m oral education in  schools. Such a  sym pathetic and 
searching treatm ent o f these questions from  a distinguished 
churchm an will be greatly welcome. Paper 4s. 6d.

Covenant and Reconciliation
A critical examination by
Archbishop Lord Fisher of Lambeth Paper Is. 6d

Faith in Fleet S treet
E d ite d  by DEWI MORGAN Paper 10s. 6d.
Mr. M organ, R ector o f the fam ous St. Bride’s, F leet Sreet, has 
brought together the personal testim onies, written in their own 
words, of fifteen journalists.

One o f the m ost unusual and interesting religious publications 
ot this year.’ Yorkshire Post.

Bitter Fruit
T H E  D ISTA N T  H O R N S  OF 

SU M M ER . By H . E .  Bates 
( Michael Joseph, 25s.).

“ A M O V IN G  re v e la tio n  o f  the 
h u m a n  h e a r t  ”  is th e  p u b lish e r’s 

d esc rip tio n  fo r  th e  la s te st novel by  
th a t  g ifted  a u th o r , H . E . B ates.

M oving it certainly is in a way; for 
this is a novelist who has the capacity 
to stir heart and m ind by his brilliant 

evocation of the 
beauties of nature 
(especially nature  

IfSi&M in its sad and
som bre m o o d s )  
and the vagaries 

o f hum an emotion. B ut in  essence 
w hat M r. Bates reveals is the
sordid dreariness of cynical seduction 
and the b itter fru it o f a  fornication 
which is simply casual, sensual and 
short-lived.

M r. Bates’s heroine is a young girl 
left alone in  a  country house in  charge 
o f a sm all boy o f six whose parents
selfishly fly off to  a holiday in  the sun.
Gilly has a  passionate affair with a 
casual acquaintance, neglecting her 
charge, who lives in a  world of his own 
im agination and finally gets himself lost. 
The frantic  and successful search for 
the boy is vividly described against the 
background of Gilly’s bitter self- 
reproach. She is deserted by her lover, 
hated by the boy, dismissed by her 
employers.

T he m erit o f this novel lies in  the 
portrayal o f the child. Jam es emerges 
as a rem arkable creation  of the 
novelist’s art. H is innocence is in 
refreshing contrast to the sins o f the 
adult characters., his joy in the com ­
pany o f his im aginary friends in con­
trast to  the tangled skeins o f their 
abortive relationships. A nd over all 
broods the spirit o f the English country­
side w hich M r. Bates is a past m aster 
a t em bodying in his haunting prose.
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First A-Bomb
M A N H A T T A N  P R O JEC T . By  

Stephane Groueff. ( Collins, 45s.).
rT 'H E R E  have been books in plenty 

a lready about the fateful dropping 
of the first atom ic bom bs over H iro­
shima and Nagasaki which brought the 
Second W orld W ar to  an abrup t end, as 
well as on the m orality  o f the action. 
But the story has not been told in detail 
before o f the immense industrial, 
scientific and technological effort which 
alone m ade the production o f the 
nuclear weapons possible. W hat this 
book sets o u t to do is to  explain, detail 
by detail, exactly how the bom b was 
built and by whom  the incredibly com ­
plex organisation to  this end was 
directed.

M r. G roueff is an experienced and 
talented journalist, and his book is a 
good instance o f journalistic investiga­
tion in depth. F rom  the day in 1942 
when the Am erican President first 
authorised an all-out effort to beat Nazi 
G erm any to  the m aking of an atom ic 
weapon to the m om ent, three years 
later, when H iroshim a was destroyed in 
one blinding flash, Mr. Groueff tells the 
story with a fine m astery of the com ­
plex detail involved and a vivid eye for 
dram atic incident and the clash of per­
sonality inseparable from  a  trem endous 
venture of this kind.

The M anhattan  Project m eant spend 
ing nearly two billions of dollars w ith­
out the knowledge of the Am erican 
taxpayer who was providing the m oney. 
T he stakes were no less than  success or 
failure in the  greatest w ar the world 
had known. The story of how the 
whole thing was engineered, controlled 
and carried to  trium phant conclusion is 
bound to be an exciting one, and this 
au tho r has told it well.

T h e  A r c h b is h o p  o f

Canterbury’s
T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D

AND THE TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST
“ A gospel that both transcends the world and speaks to 
the immediate here and now”. This first cheap edition 
has been revised by Dr Ramsey who has also written a 
new preface Libra Book 8s 6d

D A R T O N  L O N G M A N  &  T O D D

THE JERUSALEM BIBLE

New Testament
Reader's edition 400 pages

C l o t h  b o a r d s  1 0 s .  6 d .

I m i t a t i o n  l e a t h e r ,  g i l t  t o p  2 5 s .

R e a l  l e a t h e r ,  g i l t  e d g e s  0 3 s .
(plus Is. 6d. fo r  post and packing)

The complete Jerusalem Bible
C loth 84s., Leather 160s. (plus 4s. 6d. fo r  post and packing)

I m m e d i a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e  

b y  p o s t  f r o m

M o w b r a y s

B O O K S H O P S

28 MARGARET STREET, LONDON, W.I.
and at O xford, Cambridge, Leeds, Birm ingham

O u t  t h i s  w e e k

T h e  N e w  T h e o lo g y  a n d  M o d e r n  
T h e o lo g ia n s

Hugo Meynell paper 16s.
A  sym pathetic account o f som e leading A nglican and P ro testan t 
theologians by a young R om an Catholic.

T h e  T r u t h  w ill  m a k e  y o u  F re e
Rudolf Schnackenburg paper 11s. 6d.
O ne of the leading R om an Catholic New T estam ent scholars 
discusses som e of the im plications of St. Jo h n ’s words.

C o m i n g  s h o r t l y

S t ru c t u re s  o f  C h r is t ia n  P r ie s t h o o d
Jean-Paul Audet, OP ' paper 14s.
H ow  the varied patterns of early C hristian m inistry developed 
in to  a single rigid form , and w hat we can do abou t it.

T h e  C h u r c h  A g a in s t  It s e lf
R o s e m a r y  Radford Ruether hardcover 27s. 6d.
T h e  first statem ent of a radical—■“ dialectical ’’— theological position 
by a R om an Catholic.

 ---------------------—---------   Sheed and Ward
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