i Therefore his’ thoughts about religion-did- not.|
always satisfy - himself,- and’ ha.ve no VJta.l
value for others.

Yet he:desired to know and to he] For
such:-a man the passage is ex umbms et |
imaginibus in 've'mtatem

NEW: FICTION. .
The Two Sisters. By H. E. Bates.- ;Jona,thau
Cape, 7s:6d.): . .
Mezzanine. By E. F Benson (‘Céss‘el‘],‘
7s. 6d.).
| Stories—Near and-Far. By Wﬂham J. Locke
(Bodley Head, 7s. 6d:)

THE experienced - critic is likely to - ga.in a’
first. impression -of a book by-a’first glance-
as it-1s taken in hand, ike the i impression he-.
may gain when at the play; at the first rising -
1 of the curtain ; ‘he.may feel-then’ that Yle is.
|-going to enjoy himself, ‘or he may. fec
] ¢ of the book' -CONVeys Some-
hing to the ‘critic’s mind- before the ~secon
impression comes by a:dip-at hazard here ard
-there, preceding the putti
-The -critic, who!
£

l-two sisters, Jenny .
w_ho loves them, ‘Michae

25, .hxle the st/ory is of a rare poet al
| order, ‘there come: many -dramatic .mi
‘handled --with:a- strengt

—lmplﬁSSlOﬁ ‘of reserves-of po

re-to-see-any
ha,nd of' to find inthe great oments of-drama.
any Weakemnc .of *the .restraint of : power.
There is: one angry :river.'scene. ad
-of the -book—a terrible - and--tragic - scene;
“where - perhaps®the " painting : on - the “canvas
might .be thoughta trifle lurid; ~but: any:
flaw - Ain ¢ the - craftsmanship, - if discovered
really seems.to emphasize- the perfection. of:
- the -whele.
The. reader will find - many - more pa.ssages
to mark for praise than those. pointed- out by |
“Garnett, .who .ddes -nob mention, :for:§
example, the opening s¢ene.where -one: of the’
sisters, ~a " brown-faced, bare legged, .hatless |
little gul of fourteen years, is shopping, with !
intent purpose, in:the s$treets of @ market '}
- town. -We follow: her into the grocer’s; where : }
-the:shop-people-stare: at her o face, and-her:
string. of ‘beads,” while:she buys-spiees of en-
- chanting names, and-ends when the addition
-of -spikenard: and * frankincense -would -have
'seemed . neither 1mposs1ble ‘ROr surprising
Little Jenny.helds: us ‘in -a:spell,-and we :be-
‘come :intent- on following her as'she flash
-about the:streets, lithe. and: supple, ‘with her “§
sunny limbs, Tike a swift fish leaping under
“the. moon, entermg the-old ‘church' at-last, to.
-be’ a]one awhﬂe, alas!—a. po:gnant touch——vnot

veil -is to reveal. somethmg whlch looks un-
‘canny; the point should ‘be.emphasized’ again.
“that before -all. it. is .a noyel -of poetical -cha-
‘racter, and, -being in truth-a. signal example,
At is a. novel which gives’ ;

the. future -work N ; -

author, and séts us wondex-mg asto -what will
‘be the magnitude.of our new-star. -~ S ]
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