AIR COMMENTARY

THE GREATEST PEOPLE IN THE
WORLD. By Flying Officer X.
(Cape, 2s.) :

THe aim of this book is to tell the
stories of R.A.F. flyers which the news-
papers mnever relate. It is an open
secret that the pen-name, Flying Officer
X, covers the identity of Mr. H. E.
Bates, whose experience in fiction has
given him a delicate and sensitive touch
in his narration of stark and uncom-
promising fact. :

He deals with his material in his own
medium—the short story. He uses the
minimum of descriptive background.
He reports the scenes that he saw at the
stations of Bember Command to which
hé was sent; and the conversations
frankly recorded are the conversaticns
that he heard.

Mr. Bates is concerned, in this
volume, with pilots: and for the most
part he deals with the exploits of
routine trips. He explains what werlds
of courage and devotion lie behind the
curt communiques of nightly operations.
He describes the hazards run by men,
hardly out of their ‘teens, “for which
we have struck no special gong "—such
incidents. for example, as"the freez'ng
of the bomb-doors of an injured
machine, so that, returning to its base,
it had to land on three engines with a
full bomb-load, in darkness.

But the best chapter' in this little .

book. and the one most characteristic
of the writer's sardonic vein of humour,
is the story of the young man from
Kalgoorlie. His parents, vexed at the:
world-wide hostilities and afraid for
their son, kept him in complete ignor-
ance of the outbreak of war. They
smashed the radio, discontinued the
newspapers, steamed open and hid
dangerous correspondence, and shut the
door to visitors. A whole year passed.
Then the young man from Kalgoorlie
came upon a newspaper. and read with
anger and stupefaction of the bombing
of Londen. When he appeared in
England as a pilot, he was like a man -
with a mission. He had, with ferocious
energy, to wipe out the humiliation of
that year of ignorance.
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