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““ No Love.” By David Garnett. (Chatto and.
Windus, 7s. 6d.) AL
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Reviewed by RALPH STRAUS. - .

On the last page of Mr. Garnett's niew novel,.
Benedict Lydinte, the son of atheistic-and un-.
prosperous but goud-natured parents, -discovers:
what has always been wrong with hls.‘_lifielong-

laymate and neighbour, Simon Keltie : there.
Eas been no love in his life. It may be doubted.
whether thers has been much love in his own
slightly more picturesque existence. They: are,.
indeed, a singularly unattractive pair,. but
they are presented fo us in Mr. Garnett's hest
and mors ironica! mauner, and if this account
of their upbringing is almost.as unloyable ag
they, at least it is not lacking in enter-:
tainment, SR A

If, however, one is interested, if-one:is.con-
stantly being called on to admire .a:particular. |
scena or a portrait of excellent finish, one" is:
rarely moved. There are hectic moments. now
and then, but joy is never abounding. Bene-
dict may seduce his friend’s wife during the-
war, but it hardly seems to matter, for Cynthia®
is near to being loveless herself. Simon nearly
goes blind, but one does not feel disposed. to
do more than leave a polite card at his houss..
It is -an aloof and unromantic book, though.
this is probably what Mr. Garnett . intended
it to be. R

The writing, as always in his .. work, 1is
beantifully simple, yet there are. one or two
careless mistakes. If the names of.real people:
are to he introduced into a work of fiction, it
I8 8 wise policy to make sure that’ they are
correct, One does not seem to have heard,of
a distingnished Edwardian admiral' who . was
addressed as Sir Charles Beresford.: - Simon's
father is deservedlv knighted, but, a  little
curionsly, his mother has to wait- some:time
before becoming Lady Keltie. And did Simon.-
himself really wear a tall hat at, Goodwood !
These are trifles, of course, but they become-
all the more noticeable when found'.in -8 work
of distinction which depends so much on cold’
accuracy for its effect. L
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Simon may have been a difficult man to live
with. The starchy politician -swwhom' . Mr.
Asquith’s Roon is foolish enough to marry is.
certainly no ideal husband for a modern young
woman. He expects his house to be Tun- as it
always was, and he expects his - wife - to. do
little but look beautiful, give him an-heir,. and-
help him on in his career. The heir .is_duly:
born, and Mr. Shandon goes to Parliament,
but Roon’ has fallen in love with:a goldier,
and in the usual way she packs her bag.  In
the usnal way, too. a divorce is ‘denied- her, .
the child_dies, and her lover is killed in-
France. In the end she commits suicide in a
thoroughly competent way.- R

One has read this story a hundred times
before. and yet perhaps Mr. Asquith-is ‘not
altogether unwisa to retell it. The' good old
yarns do not easily lose their popularity; and
Roon’s problem is certainly not becoming less
common to-day. Her story is told without dis-
tinction, but not without care. The’ dialogue
is inclined to be 100 bookish, and Mr: ‘Asquith
is not always willing to use his own words.
His book may be summed up as- good read-
able stuft which becomes something more- when
Roon herself is temporarily in the background |
and one is transported, with her lover .and
the admirabla BMarle, to the front.- -~ - =~

A much finer presentation of Roon’s problem-
s to bs found in Mr. Bates's naew book. |
Hero there is genuine fire and passion-and- far
better writing. Catherine's husband - is"--also
a little difficult, and she would - be  willing
to pack her bag, but her lover, who,"incident-
ally, is her own husband’s brother; -isa - cad
and a wastrel, wha takes-what he “wants and
goes off. Now this book is andaciously . ont-
spoken, but there is beanty and enthusiasm ‘
about it, and nobody will be offended; - It
has its great moments. Moreover;:Mr. Bates-
has not made the mistake of makiung. his |
Catherine impossibly romantic. He does. not
hide the uglier side of things. Also -he .sends
the woman back to her husband, "and that,
I feel, is the fitting climax. An _old story,
perhz]ips, but the embroidery is refreshingly
novel, o

Mr. Livklater has a way with him.: He has
wit and insight_and an unfamiliar ‘background
to help him. His title seems to me a:little
uncouth and liable to give a slightly wrong
impression.  What he has done,: and done
remarkably well, is to tell the plain tale of a |
young wman from Orkney who, after fighting
in France, tries to become a doctor, fails, and
finds something Iike happiness in-~another.|
direction. His prowess as a boxer -is useful
to him on his own most mysterious ‘island,
and one follows his changing fortunes with
a sympathetic interest. This I look upon as
a novel of really zood promise. S
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A SWEDISH, AMAZON.
“ Christina of Sweden.” By I. A, Taylor:

(Hutchinson. 10s. 6d.) - .

|
The contention of an American ferninist-that

only monarchies give a woman a ‘big “chance |
is bhorne out Ly the amazing career ‘of - Queen
Christina  {1626-1689), who realistically repre-
sented her ambitions by entering Rome as an
Amazon after ahdicating in favour of her
cousin, Charles Gustavus, and embracing the
Catholicism her father, Gustavus Adslphus,
had fought against so tenaciously. .-Hers was
certainly a bewildering carcer, which- puzzles
her present biographer, who says that her.life
was “a tissue and series of contradictions,
deminated by a capacious will, uncurbed by
reason.” Pope Innocent’'s comment on her,
“ K donna,” would have maddened :her.  Yet,
while she would have rejected any ‘indnlzence
accorded to her on the score that she .was not
to bs judged by the masculine standard, in
aifts,. virtues, deficiencies, fanlts, and failings,
she was ‘' essentially feminine.” .-
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