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GRACIOUS DUCHESS AND KINDLY KING.

T 1s a happy coincidence that ‘ The Duchess of Kent : An Intimate Portrait,’’
by Jennifer Ellis (Odhams; 16s.), should appear at about the same time as the
Duchess’s return from a tour of the East, which has been as valuable as it must
have been exacting and as triumphantly successful as it must have been an
enormous strain. The way in which the Duchess, within a year of the death of
the Duke of Kent, set herself to undertake not only the duties which she had to
carry out, but many of the Duke’'s as well, has never, I think, been fully
appreciated by the public at large until this last trip, so fraught with danger in
Malaya and so onerous everywhere. Miss Jennifer Ellis is an old friend of the
late Prince Christopher of Greece, the Duchess of Kent’s uncle, who suggested
that she should one day write an account of his favourite niece. The Duchess has
, , S experienced the ups and downs of life to the full. She
DRI AAB A ANDDR ‘Vm‘" was the daughter of a Greek Prince, and the grand-
daughter of the Grand Duke Vladimir, a brother of the

Czar Nicholas 1I.
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When, owing to the follies and
wrong-headedness of King Constantine, the Greek
Royal family was forced into exile, she tasted its bitter-
ness—made particularly bitter in that it had first
estranged her from her English relatives and even led
to her beloved Miss Fox being summoned to the British
Consulate in Berme and ordered to give up her
employment with ‘‘ traitors ”’ and return to England.
However, happiness came again with her unconven-
tional wooing by, and marriage to, Prince George,
as he then was, who said of her: ‘“ She is the one
woman with whom I could be happy to spend the rest

~of my life,"”” adding more lightly, ‘‘ we laugh at the

same things, she can beat me at most games, and
she doesn’t mind how fast I drive when I take her out
in a car.”” The accident in which the Duke of Kent
was killed must have meant in so happy a family the
destruction of half the Duchess’s life, but as Miss Ellis
says, it was wartime, the Royal family were greatly
overburdened, and she insisted on shouldering her
share of the burden, saying : ‘“ I must remember that
I am only one of many women who have lost their
husbands in this war., The others have to go on with
their lives, and so must 1I.”’ It is perhaps an interesting
commentary on this lovely, gifted, and amusing woman
who has recently shown such devotion to the State into
which she married, that all she receives from the State is

her pension as the widow of an Air Commodore with three

children ; 398 a year. The burden of her public
activities, which have to be financed out of her
private pocket, has been so heavy that considerable
and far-reaching economies have been forced on the
Duchess, a matter of which, characteristically, she makes
no complaint.

Whenever he could escape from his wartime duties
it was the Duke of Kent’s delight to change into old
clothes as quickly as possible and, with the Duchess,
get down to some gardening at Coppins. This love of
gardening he shared with both his elder brothers, the
Duke of Windsor and King George VI. King George V1.,
as Mr. W, E. Shewell-Cooper says in ‘ The Royal
Gardeners : King George VI. and his Queen '’ (Cassell;
128, 6d.), was a great “ gardener.”  This is a charming
book, entirely artless and without pretence to literary
style. It will delight gardeners. It will also provide
for non-gardeners a pleasant picture of the family life
of King George VI. and the Queen Mother. The book
has the additional interest in that the King himself
took the greatest interest in the book, going through the
script as Mr. Shewell-Cooper says *‘ very firmly and
very definitely ”’ only a short time after his serious
operation. Indeed, only a day or two before his death
he had gone through and passed a batch of
photographs for the book. Of the King, Mr. Shewell-
Cooper writes: ‘‘ He hated unnaturalness in the
garden. He told me, for instance, that he did not
care for Coleus—it did not seem a natural plant in
this country and, of course, it‘is not—but he did not
want me to put this in the book, because he thought it
might hurt someone and he disliked hurting people’s
feelings. It was the same about rock gardens—he did
not like these introduced into the normal garden—he
felt somehow that they were a fake.”” But once again
the King '‘ did not want me to tell others that he had
gradually got rid of the rock garden at Royal Lodge,
because he felt that there might be some who were
particularly fond of this feature of gardening.” Mr.
Shewell-Cooper deals in turn with the gardens at
Buckingham Palace, Balmoral, at Windsor Castle and
at Sandringham, but he reserves his real enthusiasm for
the garden at Royal Lodge, Windsor, of which the
King said to him on one occasion : ‘* Now that really
is my garden—I made it—go and see it.”” But, as I
say, the book is much more than an agreeable and
interesting account of the Royal gardens, it throws a
fresh light on the many-sided, if very English personality
of a beloved King.

Mr. H. E. Bates, in ‘“ The Face of England ’’ (the text
of a Batsford book at 21s., and illustrated by the colour
photographs of A. F. Kersting), refers to the English
countryside as being a great ‘' daisy chain ”’ of gardens.
Mr. Bates writes as attractively and as agreeably
as ever, but his subject, of which he treats so
He has some exaggerated and

highly-coloured views of the lot of the agricultural labourer in the past and therefore
welcomes the Socialist Welfare State and the decay of the great houses. Yet, a
few pages later, we find him deploring a Socialism which ‘‘ preaches and breaks and
redistributes,”” but ‘‘ never builds '’ a Chatsworth, a Blenheim or a Stowe. He
sees the danger of the individualism which causes us to sprawl out of our cities in
search of a ** castle "’ and a plot of land of our own, gobbling up good food-producing
acres and defacing the countryside ; and yet Mr. Bates, the individualist, cannot
but applaud the instinct. A stimulating book because of its text ; a lovely book
because of its illustrations.
This leaves me space merely to recommend ¢ The Smaller English House,”’ by
Reginald Turner (Batsford ; 42s.), a wholly satisfying description of the development
of the house, smaller than a great mansion and larger than a cottage, from 1500
to 1939—an architectural form which constitutes one of the peculiar and unique
riches of the English heritage. E. D. O’BriEn.
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