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Passwnate Pastoral

THE FEAST OF ]ULY By H. E.
Bates. (Michael ]oseph 10s. 6d.)
NIGHTINGALES AWAKE. By Jane
Glllesple (Peter Davxes 12s. 6d.)
MR, BATES'S pew novel will enhance his
already great reputatlon for hterary
skili, "poetic vision and sympathetic in-
snght into the human heart. The Feast
of July marks a further advance, in all
significant respects, on Mr. Bates’s last
two -povels, "It ismore compact and
more tellmg inits effect than *“Love for
Lydia ”—that brilliant study in the life
of the Northamptonshire town of
Rushden. It is much better con-
‘structed, much more profound, too, in
its understandmg, than * The Nature of

Love.”

The ocene of The Feaat of ]ulv is set
again in Mr. Bates’s familiar native
country, the valley of the Ouse in the
East Midlands. If particular identifica-
tion- may not be quite so easy this time
as” in -his recent books; the general
characteristics of the scene will appeal
as authentic. immediately to all who
know that singular countryside of slow-
‘moving river, peaceful meadows, and
small manufacturmg towns of the
leather-trade. Mr. Bates shows an un-
canny skill, in this new novel, in calling
up the very scents and sounds of the
shires of Bedford and Northampton,
With 2 masterly economy of ‘words, and
with the sure touch of a skilled pamter
‘of the pastoral, hé creates the back-
ground for his story of betrayal and
frust and love, in the England of fifty
years ago. )

The story itself is very simple, and
for that very reason all the more mov-
ing. A ‘young girl; Bella Ford, comes
seeking the lover who has betrayed
her: She is befriended, in her desperate
necessity, by a warm- hearted ‘family of
shoe-makers, - in the town where her
search ends in failure and nearly in her
death.  Here she is nursed back to |
sanity of body and mind. Slowly but
surely she finds_ the road back to
happiness and peace, only to find the
prospect of married happiness suddenly
and violently- shattered by the impact
of her past on the hot- héaded, chival-
rous, passionate- man whom she is to
marry. The story ¢omes full circle, with
Bella almost -as much alone at the end
as at the beginning, and in nearly the
same case, but with the difference that
she has discovered a faith in human
love which. is stronger than the worst
slings ‘and afrows of outrageous for-
tune,

This is a novel worthy to stand beside
“Tess of the D’Urbevilles.” If Mr.
Bates still unhappily shares ‘Hardy’s in-
ability to .grasp the importance of re-
ligious experience, he also shares his
sense of the truly tragic, his innate
appreciation of natural beauty, above
all his  understanding~ of the human
heart. * There is horror enough in The
Feast of July. But it is illuminated by
compassion-and tenderress and courage
and beauty and love.
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