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‘.| .WHEN THE GREEN WOODS LAUGH. By H. E. Bates. (Michaei
|- Joseph. 12s. 6d.)

THE LOST EUROPEANS. By Emanuel Litvinoff. (Heinemann. 18s.)

.YJTH}E BRIAR PATCH. By Charity Blackstock. (Hodder & Stoughton.
*158.) '

tn’ I3 THE. TRAVERSE. By Helen Foley.
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the least deadly feeling he-can’ i @
entertain towards any “Aryan*
German, apart from one Or.two -I:: %8
he knows to have been anti- ;i R@RgEe:
Nazi, is a bitter suspicion. In i giforasiie s
Berlin he meets Hugo Krantz, {50 s it
o another returned Jew, once’a- fi:iiviJuEtiRe i e )
N S By- I- D. . . successful :_r!t;:vu‘e-}fi.ri'iteti"1 ' nci}v» i e i
SRt A : TN o ABAINT rich, but iIl with -self-: ' SRR
¢¢ N our over-mechamseq., - IO R OO, 8 S 'indu]gence;‘ self-contempt ‘agd‘.:' R A TRt RS
LoV et sadness; and Karin, a working - [ESIEEEERIER S
_'csynthetic  society "—I ‘girl from East Berlin. The plot |8
Sobrquotel “from  the  blurb  of turns mainly on Martin’s rela- = [ Gy S
u Qzlw}}fﬂ e Grgg nd Wfo Ocs tioc?s with -thesg.', two PeOPlﬁ -+ PR - s AR . .
Lons i diaugh ’—" state-aide rom and on Hugo's obsessive search- ;. -~y 43 BT ACKSTOCK - - -
sl thﬁ?.a cradle to the grave . .. the for an . aristocratic ex-boy- . CH‘-‘-‘RITY i BLACKSTOCK
cmealsoudinhibited Larkins, un- friend who betrayed him. "~ . ' Their: love:. story. might- have
ashamedly fond of food and “The Lost . Europeans” ‘been altogéther ‘unacceptably .
love and the: bountitul gives a brilliant, hard picture, :romantic: if - Miss * Blackstock |
- | Pleasures of earth o Mving, not only of Berlin, with its ;had:not"written of .it-with-so..
o stand out like robust Rabelai- special atmosphere of cor- lelling an irony, so-true a:sense: -
SV stan ‘ﬁgures from a Breughpl I'llptiOﬂ and Third-Man-' fan-" ofcbmgdy’and ,so:much}com._ s
landscape rather than as tasy, but of post-war Germany ,Passionate understanding: Both | |
~figures from modern times. 2s a whole. The book has the ' the drama and the decrescendo” |
kit Tk Kk pace and readability of a high- :iending are curiously believable. .
o class thriller, and, :for all its -. - Up to now Miss ‘Blackstock: -~
feeling, some of the- super- -has  been known only.-to con- -
ficiality as well. That, how- ‘noisseurs’ of. mystery:. stories;-
-ever, is all to the good;-no one’ having dropped her dagger and- |
can actually do justice to the thrown- . off ‘her cloak, - she.
theme of Hitler and the Jews; "emerges  -as- . an - admirable .
the only thing a writer can do -novelist.’.. . .. .~ .- ... 71 .
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(Hodder & Stoughton. 15s.)

over - gadgeted,
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s u-TFlND this view of “our

Ve

ol society ” interesting, because
~- {1~ it illustrates the way in which
English  Puritanism- (which -,

considered as a positive force
-l is largely a - middle - class
phenomenon that derives part

of its  strength from dis-
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1S to say something ‘coherent.
and true, and this Mr. Litvinoff. .. .-
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that much; their pieasufeSs
(Pop making love to Ma, Ma
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approving of the lower and
upper classes) has stood itself
on its head -since the war.

- Before 1939 the lower classes
were disapproved of because
they spent their money on beer
and gambling and enjoyed them-
selves too much. Now, appar-
~ently, they are disapproved of
- because they spend their
" money on TV, washing
machines and refrigerators,
and don’t enjoy themselves
enough.

- Mr.” - Bates's Larkins, who
']. first appeared in that cele-
. brated pastoral. “ The Darling
Buds of May,” and then in “ A
Breath of French Air,” .now
reappear, rich and contented,
showing up the silly townish-
ness of townee farmers, but
making their own country
friends -happy with food, drink,
‘sympathy and a new swimming
pool, I don’t know, however,
that they really stand out all

" times
girls he likes, Pop and Ma

cooking for Pop, Pop some-
making some love to

drinking gin-and-mixed) seem
to me rather the rule than the
exception, and a very nice ruile
too, although I note there is
plenty of ice in Pop’s drinks,
which suggests he may be
getting over-gadgeted.
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“ THE Lost Europeans” and

‘ The Briar Patch ” move
in a very different climate; both
come face to face with reality,
and not only that; for both
attempt to deal with Horror.
In Mr. Litvinoff’s book (which
is set in a-period already some
years back) a young man called
Martin Stone returns to Berlin,
where he was born Silberstein,
heir of one.of the great Jewish

banking families. .
His return is for Martin a

deeply -shocking experience;

"has done.

* *

¥

SO, in-a ,v‘.vay-w‘l';ic,h is.‘both'

devious and imaginative, has
Miss Blackstock.

young people to buildings on
opposite sides of ‘the Place.
Physically only a hundred.
paces apart, the two groups are

separated by an Atlantic of -
human experience; for on one’
side they are English girls at a_ |

fashionable finishing school,
and on the other Jewish boys:

who were rescued from the

concentration camps.
At the time of the story the
two groups are about the same

age, but Max, the bitter,
insolent, suffering and beauti-

ful Max, is twenty, and Deirdre,

the 1lovely, unawakened.
talented, “ blank page " Anglo-
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In a2 small
town -near Paris a freak of
chance brings two groups of-

“which, if.

Irish aristocrat, .is seventeen,

“ The Trall‘vers'e." 1s .:;1 ‘ﬁo;!eio
- . about a girl -called Nell,

who is:the wife of a famous .
~mountaineer, and about what

happens to her while Johnny

is away for six months on a

climbing trip .in  South
America. It is an admittedly
dangerous trip, and one from
Johnny's technique
on rock is fairly depicted on
the cover, 1 for one would not
have expected him to-return
at all, .. . © -

Nell -has two difficult step-
children, a very  difficult
boarder, and  a -boy friend who
is not difficult at all—he is in

the Treasury, actually, and has
all the fatal charm -that one
.expects of the Treasury, and

even more. So Nell has- a
rather -tricky time, and Miss
Foley makes the most of it;
“The . Traverse” IS an
amusing, intelligent, and

‘sympathetic tale.
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YOU'RE LOADS BETTER OFF

- The full Morris 'raﬁ'gef:iﬁtluq;é : o | ‘l
10 .cwt., 1 and 1{-ton vans, J2 van, pick-up and

minibus, 1%, 2, 2/3, 4, 5 and 7 ton trucks, 5 and 7

" .1on tippers. Also prime movers. Forward or
normal control, petrol or diesel engines.

12 MONTHS - .
WARRANTY Morris angle-planning brings new efficiency
I - ;?peraﬂon. The.rear-hinged angled cab door
2" ‘heyond body line when:fully.open. -This,
driver easiest, safest access ever. He save:
trims: time off delivery schedules. Angle-pl
round - vision,. too, with kerb-view- corner
manoeuvring, quicken turn-round. Additiona
way seat adjustment, direct-view.instrument
wipers, servo braking, choice of diesel or petro
the multi-purpose Morris range, angle-planne

built-in to give you staunch top-profit-per-mi

“BACKED,
BYBMC

Europe’s most
sgmprehensive
- ' 381"7109

commercial vehicles
MORRIS COMMERCIAL CARS LTD. ADDERLEY PARK, .BIRMINGHAM, s
-' 0?8(85&8 Bus[ness:'ﬂqfﬂeld Exports Ltd., Oxford and 41-46 Piccadilly, W.1
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