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" Flying beyond

2
4 GLIMPSE INTO THE
FIGHTER PILOT’S MIND

Fryine OFFICER X *

HAT do pilots think? What do
VV they feel ?
' 0es flying change them? Do
ey fly for flying’s sake or for the :
¢ of a cause ? How do they behave
efore they go up and when they come
down, and in the proximity of death?,
Are they, except as pilots, very
erent from ordinary men ?
These questions and dozens likewise
3 flung at any Royal Air Force man 2
re of times a year.
Note that they are not questions
'abqut soldiers, whose reactions
- fire have presumably been eX-
V'gly known throughout history ;
about sailors, whose feelings in
i and action are, no doubt, roughly
1€ same in a destroyer as in the ships of
ous and Saint Paul. '
ey are questions you are asked only
Ut men who fly. |
1‘,11?25 are presumed to feel sickness;
exultation, emptiness, or to feel
1g at all in the face of battle.
‘presumably feel the same
o8 or have no time to feel any
D$in action at sea. Nobody doubts
men ; nobody dreams they are

l
pseudonym conceals an
name—that of a famous

" the reach of fear ~

are suspected of being a little above the
one and a little below the other. It is
hard for an outsider to believe that they
do not, through special behaviour, feel
special emotions.

It is fairly safe to say there are no new
emotions ; though there are, no doubt,
new ways of expressing and feeling the
same emotions. There are also new
ways of hiding them.

These are two reasons why it is diffi-

_cult to persuade pilots to tell what they

think and feel. ~
What they think and feel is un-
doubtedly very like what the rest of us
think and feel, but in a world of violent
action, sudden death, and specialised
physical behaviour—2a world in which a
man may kill another man 30,000 feet
above the earth at four o’clock, yet ?om-
fortably watch the easy dancir.lg of Ginger
Rogers in 2 cinema at five—pilots b'ecome
choolboys. They invent

rather like 8 :
and are loyal to 2 protective commun

code of speech and manner.

pels them roughly to be

This code com them X
unimpressionable, martxcula;g, L
i By utterly excluding
g lmost anyoné who

ictimises @
l;imself. In the early d.ays

re was fortunately 2 pllf)t
e precedent in

boaster it v
talks about
of the wat
whos getting
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able that Canadians with all the rich
territory of American English s their
background, have adopted it with 3
much ardour as New Zealanders, South

' Africans, Australians, and the English
themselves.

Naturally more )
much less ret!

« There was 1 flying upside down.”
From that day to this it has been
harder to persuade a Royal Air Force
pilot to tell his story, to give his impres-
sions of flight, to dissect even the sim-
plest of his flying emotions, than to
persuade a child that potatoes are nicer -
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. He never discusses death nor the
~ of death. “ There’s no future in it,” be teaclcl’ef- s there
says. Al ; all 5 0s oid!
- Note that this language, avoiding  tOPS" Is st
_ reality, is not very original ; it is even the mOS 50,
rather silly ; it has none of the inventive k‘n°wl:nost dist
virility of American or colonial speech. ’mc § theif ovrn

than bananas. \ English, 100, be
In a sense, all this is the result of a sonal achievement, th?\';nders’tatelﬂ“‘t’
man playing a part. And since the pilot victimised by the rule < invented not 10
has a part to play he must also, L elly, . byathisicuiiodd lengRBeeic il
have lines to speak. reveal but to hide, deal of outside S
These lines are not his own. They are Already 2 grgatnihis exclusivqu:s:
imposed on him by communal rules. has been poure ;ose who use © 'm.,xe
Thus it happens that he never talks of which confines yocabulary ‘a’m:;rd wilh
an action being, in the words of the. sistently t© g st of 2 sheph®®
official communiqués, an outstanding primitive thaﬁ: o but bis d°5't;ﬁ'd i
_success. For him it is only a piece of n°b°.d ¥ 52 5 sists, 8T 5
cake” He will not go into personal snll‘ 1 ‘;ern ne eper”
details about those he dislikes. poses “Se.l ':s ly 5/ 08
« There’s a bad type,” he says. Much of lf,ilrﬂe Gt
He rarely talks about aircraft, only the more ssences it
about “ kites.” He rarely crashes them 3 Buti ela,,lgmaze
he only *wraps them up.” His girl sa@e"? fear ©
is a “popsie.” His greatest praise iS living 1% “5 omi
¢ good show.” fellow-2e2>
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pilots feel. Behind it all, their emotions
remain. And what are they ?

There is no doubt that flying is a
refiner’s fire. Anyone who needs a proof -
of that 'should read Hilary’s 7/ he Last

literature, painting,

assessment, technical

Into this :
ilary, Ritz}a:iiegory g0 men like Richard  Enemy, a portrait of a nauseatingly selfish
e e, Bader, Kuttlewascher,
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: 80 many more, unknown
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young Oxford undergraduate, on his own
e with all the snobbery
of his class, who, through action in the
ecame not only a fine pilot but a
very changed and admirable man.

In him, as in many other young men
fear, fatigue,

combine, perhaps, O
iction sufficient to burn away .
£ unessential things-

Fear, as for the rest of us, is the
i jon—fear of opinion, of
of the moment beyond. -
.+ been a pilot, I think,
aconic exterior and

Men and exaltation

noting until the end
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in the conquest of fear-
That is what pilotS feel.
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