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BEES AS POLLINATORS

Sir,—Your interesting leader on April 4th on
¢ Bee-Keeping and the Nation’s Crops,” in which

you referred to Dr. C. G. Buxton’s suggestions
that a greater use should be made of honey-bees.

as pollinators in orchards, reminded me of a
commission I once undertook for a well-known
farming paper some years before the war.

I was asked to go down to Curtisden Green to
photograph Major B. L. Sawer’s unique bee hives,
which he used .exclusively in his orchards to
increase fertilisation, not bothering about the
honey the bees produced. The four hives used
were enclosed in a small house set up on stilts
about 3ft. 6in. above the ground, the idea being that
a sick bee, weak on the wing, could never get back
to the hives and contaminate the others. The
whole structure could easily be moved bodily to
any part of the orchards by two men. He adopted
a special design over the entrance of each of the
four hives, so that the virgin queens would
recognise their correct homes when they returned
from their respective honeymoons !

The idea still seems to me to be a good one if
growers in the districts where bees are used
exclusively for this purpose would refrain from
using poisonous fruit sprays. The leading article
in the April issue of Bee Craft deals with this
subject very fully. It seems that the only possible
solution would be to add some deterrent to the
arsenical sprays generally used, and I understand
that the experts at Rothamsted Research Station
are working on the matter now. Readers of The
Field may like to know that in the interest of
science Dr. Butler of Rothamsted is prepared to
accept up to a dozen dead bees for examination,
and a report will be sent if a stamped addressed
envelope is enclosed at the time.

Yours faithfully,

The Butterfly Farm, L. Hvce NEWMAN,
Bexley, Kent.

THE WAYS OF MINNOW

Sir,—I was interested in Mr. Wanless's article
on minnows in a recent issue of 7'he Field, because
as it happened, I found a great spawning place for
minnows last July, and visited it on several subse-
quent occasions. I found out on my first visit that
there were three large shoals of minnow fry within
the backwater. At its shallowest end, in water no
more than four inches deep, swam a shoal of
ineredibly tiny fry. No individual of that shoal was
an inch in length. Outside of that shoal, over a
little sand-bar, swam another shoal of consider-
ably older fry.- Again, outside of that was a third
shoal of still larger, but by no means adult, young
minnows. The three shoals were probably the
results of successive spawnings at the same very
shallow spot, as no disturbance of the fine gravelly
bottom was noticeable elsewhere than under the
swimming radius of the youngest shoal. There was
a disturbance of the sand there just as there is an
upheaval on a larger scale where salmon or trout
have spawned. The'spots can readily be recognised
because there is no mud deposit on the gravel.

THAMES-SIDE FRITILLARIES
(See letter *“ Flowers of May )

THE FIELD

A MOVABLE BEE MANSION
(See letter ** Bees as Pollinators ™)

The late P. D. Malloch mentions June as the
spawning month for minnows, but my experience
suggests that all minnows do not spawn at the same
period. .

Yours faithfully,
Comrie. DuGALD MACINTYRE.

TOO MANY BADGERS?

S1R,—As a born countryman working in London
I look forward with real pleasure to my weekly
breath of fresh country air which 7The Field brings
me. Recently, alas, it was heavily tainted with the
blood of badgers ; no less than five mangled corpses
of these lovable animals are depicted in the illustra-
tions of your number for April 11th.

A picture of an animal alive and well in its native
surroundings gives undoubted pleasure, but mass
production of photographs of corpses can only
appeal to the Sadistic mind.

I trust that the nine stalwarts who signed the
letter on p. 394 will rest on their laurels and not
endeavour to find a victim of even greater
proportions.

Yours faithfully,
Vasco pa Gama.

[One corpse was shown, the other picture was of
the site of the setts.—EDb.]

=
COTSWOLD PASQUE FLOWERS

FLOWERS OF MAY

Sir,—Here are two photographs of some of our
rarer wild flowers which in happier days we always
hoped to visit both on or near May Day. The
Pasque Flower, a glorious patch of purple, was
found on a hidden bank on the Cotswolds, and the
Fritillaries, white as well as the dark chocolate-
coloured ones, covered a huge meadow on the upper
Thames. How we hope that both will have been

- spared to rejoice us again when the war is over.

Yours faithfully,
Hereford. -~ M. W
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THE MANX SHEARWATER

Sir,—1In view of the recent correspondence, youy
readers may be interested to learn that, to set a]|
doubts at rest, I have asked the British Trust fop
Ornithology to investigate the question as to the
breeding of the Manx Shearwater on Lundy anq
to publish the result of their investigations. They |
have kindly consented to attempt this, provideq
the war places no difficulties in their way.

We may now therefore look forward to an
authoritative report, of which I'will send you g
copy in due course.

Yours faithfully,

Lundy, M. C. Harmax,

Bristol Channel.

PRINTER’S ERROR
Sir,—Your reviewer is quite correct in describin,
In the Heart of the Country as a silly title. The
correct title of the book is T'he Heart of the Country ;
a title in which the word  heart ** has, obviously,
two meanings. Unhappily, by one of those
mistakes explicable only by the stress under which
publishers and printers are now operating, the title
has under-gone a change during the course of
publication, and the word *in  has been addad, A
second printing, however, is now in hand, and
in this printing the title will appear correctly,
Collectors of these curious items are probah!y the
only people who will regard the unfortunate affair
at all happily.

Y(;lll‘s faithfully,
H. E. Bargs,
(Fligllt/Lie\it.).

+ SPARROW TRAPS

Sir,—In 1933 T destroyed 586 sparrows in my
garden here. In 1935 I destroyed 214 and in 1936,
88. There are not many left now. I used » trap,
purchased at the ironmonger’s, constructed on the
principle of the lobster-pot and made of galvanised
wire net 18in. square by 6in. deep, with 2 hole
5%in. diameter in the top. The birds enter for hread-
crumbs and stay there. I used to catch as meny as
35 in a day. The trap must be watched however to
release robins, chaffinches and other birds that may
enter.

The strength and the powers of endurance of the
sparrow are amazing, but finches and robins soon
become exhausted with the sparrows scrambling
round them. When I first procured the trap I
thought it ought to be introduced to Mr. Sparrow
discreetly as he is very knowing. So I put the trap
out before breakfast and scattered breadcrumbs’
round it, but not in it, in order that he might
accustom himself to the look of it. After breakfast
I went to inspect and found to my astonishment
7 sparrows in the trap ! I suppose they had been
watching me and came to the conclusion that I put
it there to cover some seeds and had stupidly left a
hole in the top !

Yours faithfully,
Woodstock, Lesuie I. MoSER.
86 Green Lane,

Northwood, Middlesex.

20-BORE PISTOLS

‘SIR,—In view of the letter in your issue of
April 25th, it may also interest your readers to
know that the Lancaster double barrel pistol
illustrated would originally have been a .577,
though some of these pistols were actually made as
20-bores. Hundreds of similar pistols were made
with four barrels and other calibres used were
.500, .476, 455, .450, .44, .430, .380 and .320.
A 476 has recently been in our hands which
is being used without alteration for .410 shot
cartridges.

v Yours faithfully,
STEPHEN GRANT & JosepH LANG, LTD.
7 & 8, Bury Street,
St. James’s, London, S.W.1

WILD FERRETS IN MULL

Sir,—To get an idea of what a 7lb. ferret must
look like, I have been weighing various objects and
animals. Of two cats, one, a large gelding, wexgh?d
9lb. ; the other, a female, just under 7lb. A fair-
sized brown hare weighed 7Ib. A 12-bore double-
barrelled gun, 6lb. 100z. I should say that a ferret
weighing 3lb. would be an *‘ outsize.”

7 Yours faithfully,

Collatons, A. MACDERMOTT.

Bow, Devox.

P.S.—The ferret which I recently reported 8s
having been, astray for 41 days is now completely
recovered, though she still bears the scars 1P3d°
by the twine of the cope cutting into the skin 0
face and neck.—A. McD.




