ales

ed men

€D H.E. Bates
—model for a
No.1 author :

by JOHN PUDNEY

SERVED with H. E. Bales

in the RAPF, I have
teh his spectacular
recent output of fletlon, most
t concerned with flying

ric Ras secn

home near
Ashford, Kent, 1 was-
struck by his tranquil
lity of mind. an assug-
ance most rare in a
man today.

People  olien  ask
whether such success-
ful writers are horn or
just made, Sheorg
answer iy that they are
first born ; the rest 05
just hard work,

The new room EBates
has built for bis own
brand of hard work is
as-tasleful and clegant
as a boudelr. Dilliculy
e imaging & book ll'{E

“I'HE PUR

Josenh,

iiten Lhere in

in nn armchair.
LAfter wr some 30 books.
Baies has given up using a desk.}

Early start

someone born for Lhe

ab, or is it hard

wark ? It 'moLs 10 me like the

proper balance beiween the iwa.
Bates's

Is this the slary ol

grandiatler was a
farm !mbourcr. His falber was an
execiutive in a leather factory in
the Midlands. At the age of 19,
Bates resolved to write  books.

He made his early reputa-
tion, and began bringing up a

eachcomber

tary by & man m a diving helmet,
travelling 300 miles an hour in
a plane 10000 feet wp.  The
moves will be radiced Lo him by
an acrress.

The cabmen again

NEW edijion of the
4 of Huntingdonshire Cab-
men” makes its appesrance in
time to previde 2 welcome Christ-
mas gilt for who are in-
terested  in this  laseinating
subject, By adhering to alphu.
betical order the compilers give
the lle
undemgeratic hias which mighe
be made. Nobudy wiho wanls Lo
know the names and Initials ol
cvery cabiman
shire ean afford
this standard work.

" List

—30 books

to  dny criticism  ef:

family of lour, by writlng about
the wtry which was in his
blood. His children went Lo the
village school (his twa song are
sulll therer. - He became chair-
b of the parish ecouncil.

He dwd nat {requent literary-
cliques of the ci: hut he was
g recluse. -When his reputation
spread to America between the
wars he went tliere to meet pub-
lishers and cditors, He went en
writing ahoul
England ang the
Enpglishi  viliages
and small pro-
vinetal towns,
picking out Lhe |
stall people in
memorable language, A
he Purple Pla published

the current  Book

On publication
s already entned
al printing here

o

in .‘\lﬂEl’lCd 1L I

39,500, ILs §

is GNO.000 copies.
oniy hope that some quicke
ed British ofiicial does not

take i inte his b ud to direct
£3, -

kook from nine LIl ene.
Inspiration

E spends the alber-
Hnoon Gshing or yer-
dening (he has in-
berited  his mandhthcrs green
fingers, with powerful results).
He is even $0 striet with himseld
as (o take Saturdayvs and Sun
hi is where w
ald-
ver
ling .m.l:,' lar

|1-— lla' .

" A DODK, you see.
beiins 0 pursue you
romplalm Bales. who
is onc of those stimu-

at their best
whei they least look
like 2. -1t won't leave
vou wlone ; the damoed
Lluing nags you. So in
the end 1 turn to it
and say : ' I'm going to

story abont

pursugd Bates

‘0 yeRrs.,  When

he was in Burms

during Lhe war a padre

supgested he might like

to ga aver from ihe

camp and Neip same Christian

Burinese  villagers choose their

bymns for Easter Sund Tha

choosing of the h\.mns nnd a
brief encounter with a lovely
Burinese giri started this idea.

bout

s5titl

on, and abuut that, Bnrm;se girl

whom he has calied Anna.

Understanding

lTor only three months.

In that short uLime,
however, he carried away =0
mueh in his eve Lhal the very
burming heat of it all strikes yol
us yvou read Lhese pages,

When Bales. a5 “Flylng Officer

“How Slecpthe Brav
e [orced on us the agany af
men ous b2 in an R.AF,
His - Vovage of
cast  men

j:& Foir Stoed the
Wind for France ™ (500,000 copies
i Engtand —and  the WD.S.A
told he story of an ‘erew

ully saving lhemselves from
nee.

L5 opening love stary this
new beok traps threée men, one
badly burmed, in the Burmese
wilderness. It 1s not by callous
kneck-'em and shock-'em writing
that Bates urgcs his characters
Lo the limit of bhuman endurance.
Rather he emphasises the en-
during human spirit and all its
accompanying weaknesses,

For ell lts lavish calour and
Atmaosphiere, for all fis tenderness
and understanding, it is a terrible
and iragic docunient,

The critics
and all that
damned.
story ol
character.

a 53

is tinished

Here Is an inspired
endurance.  love.
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