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CINEMA THEATRES 
ACftOEMY. iGec. 2931). M law I Totiaccfl 

«.15. 8.35- Ro*al Wedaina Plcluce 
CURZON. IGro- 3T37.) Open 1 p.ni 

nacionsl Priz« P lai. To Live iti Peace (A 
Lon . ) . Aldo Pahrizl. 2.0. 1.23. 1.0. 9.15. 

— y. k k t o n M ^ 
. At 11.40. 2.35. S.3S 4: 3.40. 
1 0 H T , U 

_ . . J ( I S (A( . _ „ . 
h o / J l Wetldmr tiewsreel. 

LEICESTER SQUARE ^H. (Whl . 525J>. Fred 
MacMurrty. Ava Gardner. Sinftapore M>. 
Snt>*ll« at 11.25. 1.40. i.OO. 6.15. 8.10. 

LOHDDN PAVILIOH. Cent. Irora 10 a.m. 
Crvrge Rai t . Jo^n Blondell in Christmas 
E*f lAJ. At 10.30. 1.10. 3.50. d.3U. 9.10. 

M A R B L E . ARCH PAV. . . .When me Bousti 

NEW GALLERY (O-BK Monsieur Verdou* 
( A ) . At 12.10. 3.10. 3.15 und a.2S. Roiraii 
Wefldlnn N e * s R e d . So Advance Boolcmt. 

NEW VICTORIA. The End ot the River (A). 
Hiitti CenqMSt ( A ) . Royat Wedding. News. 

ODEON. Lc lcM- Wnl. t i l l l . It Always Rains oS iiinS* (A) . At 11.10. 1.30. 3.35. S.15. 
8.05. BoJat Weddms News R M l . _ „ 

ODEUN, Mar&Ie Arcn. Pad. 8011. " T h e Best 
Vears ol Our Lives'• (A) . Royal Weddinn 
Film. pro=s. com. 10.0. 12.5a. 4.5. 1.20. , 

PLAIA. L. Scott . li. Lancaster. " I Walk 
A l o r i " lAI . At 10.30. 12.59. 3.21. 5.58. 8.2S. 

RIALTO. La Belle eE la Bete tA) . Enji. subs, 
Prosa. watn 12.35, 3.05. 5.35 and P.m. 

ITUOlO ONE. At i .30 . 5.55. B.15. Mlclielr 
.MtTTffan La Sjriiphonie Pastorale ( A x F r . ) . 
etc . f rom ^ov . 30 Royal Weddins In Tech, 

T lvOLI . Strand. Monsieur Verttoux (A) . 
Royal W»dcllni: News Reel. Prc«s. 

3.1.5.10 i.nd a.15. N o ; • 
- - -rrol Flyi 

D A I L Y E X P R E S S 

VVAVN'ER?' ErVor>lynnr'fhe''sea'"Hawk' lA).' 
- - 1 2 . 4 5 . -

Advance Hooi lns . 
. . . . Sea Hawk lA) . 
3 . 2 5 6.0. 8 . 4 0 . AL-W 

ENTERTALNMEXTS. ETC. 
I l n d B U I L D I N G E X H I B I T I O N . Olympia 

Grand a; National Hi l l s U w t held 1938). 
Nov. 19-Dec. 1- 11-9 dally. Adm. 1/6. 

H A R R I N C A Y A R E N A . Dec. 23- Tom ArnoJd'j 
Mammoth Circus. Boot noo.-. 62i. Piccadilly 
<Rc8. 2691). Arena &!. Auents. 

THEATRES 
ADELPHl. (Tern. l iSU.l Moii. to Prl.. 1 p.m 

S a t . . 4 . I 5 A : B . l S . Mai . . Tucs. . 2-JO. Cochran-s 
BTCT* the BrIdB. GUETAttY. Llzbeih Webb 

ALDWYCH. T e m . H O l . EVRS. . 7. Wd.. S t . . 2.30. 
COWARD'S Peace In Our Time. Li t . nfc 

AMBASSADORS. 6.30. Sat . . 5.15 & 8.30. .Mat 
TucA.. 3.30. Sweetest and Lowest. - 2nd Y. . 

APOLLO. iGer. 2663]. Evenings 7.0. Mat. 
Sat . 2.30. EMLYN WILLIAMS tn his 
play, *• — . . . r .^ , . 

C A M 
- T r e s p a u . - ' .LAST WEEK., 

A M B B I D G E . Don Pamuale to-nt 7.0. RIRO-
lelto Trl. A: Mon. l.D. La Bohcme s m . 2.30. 
Don Giovanni S a l . A: Tues . 7.0. Tosca Wed. 
T n Di^ha. nt Cnulils irtfic, Q) 2.30 

8.30. Seiis'atlona: 
Barber ol Seville | l > c . 

r Gun." Bill Jchnson, 

2.15. Wd.. Th . . P r l . . S i i t . . 7 . BUT H DRAPER. 
OHURY LANE. i t e m . 8108.» Evenings. 1.0. 

MaVinec*. WEDNESDAY. 'rHURSU.W' ana 
Oklahoma ; 

Evri.:..7.0. Thlira..Sat. . 
IKNDIKE OU Ĉ̂ jE"iV?Yf.m=-|S43.. 

3.30. tSwla cASao:* 
in Thfl Linden Tree, by J . B . Priestley. 

DUKE or YORK'S. (Tern. 5132.> E v R * . , l . T h . 
Sat . . 3.30. Blnnle U Soiinje Hale. Clias. 
Heoiog in new miwlcLil. One. Two. Three 1 

CMBAbSY. <Prl. 2211.) f in i^ WeeK. Evgs 
7.15 Thuia. , 2.3Q. Sac . 1.45 and 1.15, 
KhNETK KENT In '"Said the Soider. 

ETTK KENT in • sa io me so ioer ." 
JNE. Teni. 2238. Ev.. (.15. Wed. 

Xhuri. , 3.30. Fly Away Peter. 
CARHICK. iTccn. IbOl.) 1.15. W.. S. A: Boxin^ 

i>ay. 3.30. iihephard'a CknarJes Sometime* 
. . . . . . — B D C r i A N A N , wn. 
ar tuWNE. l i i c Smartest Con-.edy ID lov 

GLOBE. Ger. 1593. 1. Wed.. 2.30. tifll., 5 &. 
Joyce Orenleil . Elisabeth Welch. ^ Ma-\ 
Aarian i" " Tur>pence Coloured." A Revue. 

HATMARKET. Wm. 9831. Evga. 1. W.. S . . 2.30. 
N O t L COWARDS " PfEseni LauehWf." 

HlfVUOROME. tGer. 3373.1 Evfis 6 A : R-
" S H r l l B h t ^ B o o t . " with Vie Oltver t - . i 
KIrK»oix], Fled Kmney .Melnchrlno's .MUSIL-. 

Hl:i MAJESTY'S. VVnl. 6606. E v u . . 1.0 
M>is. . Wed.. Sat . , 3.30. Anna Lucasta. 
Comedy Drama nith one inal BiOddway cajt 

KING'S, l U i . 5094. EViis.. 7.0. TJiura. i S a t . 
ii 1.30. Metropolitan Ballet. 

PEUGV AdHCROt-r in Edward. My Son. 
LYRIC. H"smiin. Riv. 4432. E V B L . I . Mats., 

Tnut!,. i ; Sots . . J. AnRcU Baddeley iii 
• •The Little Dry 1 hotn.^'by Gmdon Dtvlot . 

NEW. Tern. 3818. 6.45. .Mais. Th . . S t . 2.15. 
Toaay i.Mai. A: Ev.>. E n . . S a l . (Mai . >!: Ev.• 
Richard II. Wed next Sami Joan. 

OLVMPIA. B t R D t A M . N I I L L S C I R C U S . Opens 

S h o w j . Personal appiicailon ticfceu advisable. 
PALACE. IGer. 6834.1 Ev»s., 1.0. Wcd. .Thurs , 

& S a t . . 2.30. Emlle Llttler's Fiman^s Rain­
bow. Oav Musical Companv ol €0. 

PALLADIUM. IGer. 1313.1 TMice Nianily. 
8 Si 8.30. •• Here. There and Everywhere." 
A gay musical ^ellti TOM.MY THINUEK. 

P H E N I X . iTeaa. a e i l . ) Evg^s., l.O." Sal ' 
Boxing p a y , 2.30. , A L A S T A I R SIM 
Dr. An«elui. a n e * play by JAMES BHI 

PICCADflLY. iGer, 4506.) 1.0. Wed.. Sat . , 
On thfl Record A new Naval Comeay by 
Ian Hajf A: Sieplien Klng-Uall . 

PLAYHOUSE. Whl 1188. E v g 5 . , l . Tfi 
2.30. K, F Delderdeltl's All Over m^ .„„„. 
EXTRA M.\TS X.MAS—BOOK NOW. 

PRINCES. <Tera 6596,) Evgs. . 1.0. Wed. .Sat . . 
3,30-(Mil I > c . 9 
Ballst. Comm. uec . lijr 
BatMi in (he Wood. 
Manners. Gccrge Gee 

CE 0 _ F . • 

Eddie'"C'ray. ^JUf: 

r. JAMES'S. (Wni- J 
. . u^er sou p 
i3l. hveninKi 

. ( 1 3 . Evenings ., 
a s t s . at 5.15 and a. .Mats . Tues, at 2.33. 
C. MoUlson, B Stoctfield. P. P l u n i e i t . L , 
Hampton. " T h e Girl Who Couldni Quite," 

•AULER-il WELLa. i er. I6'<:i. l o - n i 7 Buheme 
Frt- 1 Faust, s a t 2.3o cat 

- . E . iTc • 
30 C<i«. & p a s . 
I 1 . 1 5 . T h . . St . OL BOX. 

W d . . S t . & Bonn*! 
3.30. P u u i Shephard's Lile With 
. Leslie Banks, Sophie S texdr t 
SUCCESS OK THK CENTURY 

5T0LL, KiCCiwav. (Hol. .1103.) Dly. . 2.30 & 
TO^^Tom^ino ld; s , Stars j . n j c e . _3 Rookies. 

STRAND, 
FRANC 

AdelB""liyie. McKellena. Daphne'WalXer. 
S T R A N D . jTem. 3660.) 7.0. Thur. Jt Eat ~ 

FRANCES DAY Ir. ;• Separate Rooms. 
L. 3660.) 7.0. Thur. J t S a t . . 2.30. 

• Rooms." with 
^ Last week. 

4311. E v a s . . ! . Tues . .Fr l . . 
"Thompson. John Blaier. 
• -VILLE. Tern. 4311. Evas. . . . 

The LniTtern hundreds. t)y Doiu , Hi 
_ . U a i t h e n s . 

Sbepley. ~ " 
VICTORIA 

The Crfliy Gang, Planai 

s. MarJ, Fielding, Mich, 
' l oa . by Colin Chandler. 
'ALACE. Vic. 1311. 6 and 
Gane, P lanasan, Nervo & K 

WHltaiLLf ,9,t T?."^?.-. . . . . . 
H. J. BarloT,- presents Worm^t Eye View. 

. With RONALD SHINER & JACK HOBBS, 
WINDMILL. Plcc-clrc. Hevudevilla, 16th Yr, 

SOeth Ed. (3nd •*!:.) Com diy. 12.15-10.35. 
LasL petl . . 9 p.m. A VIVIAN VAN DA.MM 
PRODlJcTION " W E NEVER CLOSED,-

WINTER GARDEN. Hoi, 8881. E v i s . 7, Tniirs,. 
Sat . . 2,30. Ralph Lynn. Robertson Hare 
in Outrageous Fortune, by Ben Travers, 

WYMDHAM^S. Tern. 3038. E V R S . , 7 . T i l . . Sat . . 
2.30 f Roaumuna JOHN Janics DO.NALD 

S con.edy. You NevM Can Ten. 

eOMPANY MEETING 

AUSTIN M O T O R C O M P A N Y . 
EXPORT EFFORTS. 

The Lhircy - third Ordinary 
General Meeting of the Austin 
Motor Company, Ltd., was held 
yesterday, at Birmingham. Mr. 
L. P. Lord (chairman and manag­
ing director) presidinR. 

The chairman, m the course of 
his speech, said: Production for the 
last six months has been running 
at the rate of 1,950-2.050 vehicles a 
week, but during that time 
increase in rate has been possible 
owin^ to shortages of supplies of 
all kinds. We have acquired a 
controlling Interest in Ruskin 
Motor Bodies. Limited, of Mel­
bourne. Australia. For some time 
now the production of bodies in 
Australia has not been keeping 
pace with the shipments ot chassis 
from Lont;hridge and we hope by 
rearrangement and by new tooling 
and assembly methods to increase 
the output considerably. 

During the year under review 
36,401 vehicles were exported 
through our subsidiary, the Austin 
Motor E.\port Corporation, com­
prising 30.765 cars and vans and 
5.636 commercial vehicles, to a 
total value of £11.250,197. 

An important market exists in 
America for British cars of new 
design, above and below the mass-
production range. Our displays of 
the new A40S. " Sheerline.-' and 
"Pr incess" saloons in New york. 
Chicago, and Los Angeles were 
received enthusiastically, and unless 
anything unforeseen liappens we 
can reasonably hope to ship many 
thousands of cars to the United 
States during 1948. 

An American subsidiary, called 
•• The , Austin Motor Company, 
Ltd. (England)." has been incor­
porated, and cfflce and warehouse 
accommodation taken in New York 
City, and in Canada we have 
formed a subsidiary called, " The 
Austin Motor Company (Canada) 
Ltd." 

The report was. adopted. 

Tiie first morning paper 
to seli 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 
copies in one day. 

Q &fc>t/t«i. et/eft^ tuns/ 
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There's nothing new 
•jV/TR. W. G. HALL, the 

Financial Secretary to 
the Treasury, has described 
the Budget proposal to tax 
advertising expenditure as 
" new." 

It Is not a new tax. It is 
an old tax dressed up in a 
new guise ; and a thoroughly 
bad tax which our en-
l l g h t e n e d f o r e ' f a t h e r s 
thought they had abolished 
for good in 1853. 

For there is no difference 
in principle between the 
" new" proposals and the old 
Advertisement Duty which 
was one ot the " taxes on 
k n o w l e d g e " fought by 
Cobden and Bright in the 
first halt of the 19th century, 

5d. a paper 
r p H E Advertisement Duty 

hampered and handi­
capped the evolution ot 
newspapers for a century 
and a half. At one time It 
stood as high as 3s. 6d. on 
each advertisement. 

With the s t i l l m o r e 
exorbitant stamp duty and 
the duty on paper, it held 
the price of newspapers out 
of the reach of all but the 
well-to-do minority. In 1833, 
when t h e Advertisement 
Duty was reduced f r o m 
3s. 6d. to ls.6d., daily papers 
still cost 5d. and 6d. each. 

So much for history. What 
of modern times ? 

Afraid of freedom 
r p H E Government of this 

day distrusts the news­
papers. It dislikes the free 
and vigorous statement of 
views in their columns. II 
would like to curb their 
power. 

And so, when the Chan­
cellor seeks another £10 
m i l l i o n s of income, he 
proposes that 50 per cent, 
ot a firm's expenditure on 
advertising should no longer 
be allowed as a business 
expense for taxation. 

The real intention Is, of 
course, to strike at the 
newspapers through their 
advertising revenue. 

These will suffer 
C O far as the national 
* ^ papers are concerned, 
they will suffer no damage 

For advertisements In a 
newspaper like the Daily 
Express are already limited 
drastically by the shortage 
of newsprint. 

But it seems Ukely that 
many provincial newspapers 
will suffer. In that event, 
the Government will have 
aimed a successful blow at 
the diversity and strength 
ot the British Pre.ss. 

Local opinion, as distinct 
from London opinion, will 
be crippled. 

Old and new 
TT is wrong to think that 
-•- advertising is, today-, a 
method by which Arms 
make away with money 
which would o t h e r w i s e 
reach the Exchequer. Money 
allocated to advertising is 
spent only after the most 
serious consideration. 

And it is wisely spent. 
Old-established lines must 

be kept before the home 
public • even It the goods 
t h e m s e l v e s cannot be 
obtained at present. 

Goods that are returning 
to the shops after years of 
absence must oe brought 
back to the public notice. 

And new articles, the 
product 01 British manufac­
turing .genius, m u s t be 
allowed to establish them­
selves here at home if they 
are to make an impact on 
foreign dollars and hard 
currency markets. 

Abandon them 
\ LL these con.slderations 

weigh with newspapers 
in selecting which customers 
should be accepted. 

A d v e r t i s i n g has an 
immense part to play in 
maintaining a healthy and 
hopeful home market. It 
will play that part best If it 
is left to the.tree interplay 
of business. 

Sir Stafford Cripps should 
be bold and abandon his 
predecessor's p r o p o s a l s 
altogether. 

Left behind 
VSTHY were royal wedding 

stamps issued only by 
enterprising D o m i n i o n s 
Postmasters? 

The Assistant Postmaster-
General says there was no 
time. Only four months and 
ten day.T elapsed between 
the announcement of the 
e n g a g e m e n t and the 
wedding, and it takes the 
Post Office nine months to 
get out a new stamp. 

.It is a lame and unsatis­
factory excuse for failure to 
US2 imagination and get a 
move on. 

" Don't be si l ly, F lorence—no one's g o i n g to wrap you up in a n iron curtain and send you to Siberia 

w o n e w 

P U B L I S H E D ' 
T O D A Y . 

t w o n o t e d m e n 

y e a r s a n 

by G O R D O N S E W E L L 

IT was Sir Basil Zaharof t 
who urged Robert Boothby 
t-o go into politics. 

" B e g i n on t he L e f t . " 
advised the aged a r m a m e n t s 
king, " a n d then , if necessary, 
move gradual ly over to the 
Right ." 

Young Boothbv. a mlddle-ol-
the-road Liberal, was shocked. 
And after 23 vears in Parluiment 
he remains "a Litieral who 
happens to have joined 
the Conservatives." a 
Tory progressive often 
in trouble with the 
parly Whips. 

In his aiitobiographv, 
"1 FIGHT TO LIVK" 
(Gollancz, 21s.). pub­
lished today.-he hangs 
the chronicle and dis­
cussion of great events 
upon the thread of 
personal experience. At 
Oxford he found him­
self w i t h Beverlev 
Nichols. Lord David 
Cecil.' Anthony Eden. 
Robert Graves, and an 
earnest high T o r y 
named John Strachev. 
His p o l i t i c a l mentors were 
Birkenhead. L l o v d G e o r g e , 
Churchill. 

workable s '̂nthe.-ii."; between peace 
and power, collectivism and 
individualism." 

His convictions? Dick Cross-
man's description ol Eden might 
be applied to Boothby: " A 
peculiarly Bririsli tvpc. the 
idealist without convictions." 
For BoQthby hates dogma ("To 
hell with it*'), shares the 
sceptical, tolerant humanism of 
tlie last post-war O-^ford genera­
tion, and would gladly be an 
anarchist " i l I thouRht life 
would be livable under conditions 
of anarchism." 

But ii„ there are no certainties, 
there is room for faith—faith in 
the free and aspiring spirit of man. 

by J O H N P U D N E Y 

Warning 
I I 

Beyond the "isms' 

H I 
E always timed his 
travels well. Capri in 
the "twenties meant 

Norman Douelas. D: H. Lawrence, 
and Compton Mackenzie. Moscow 
in the thirties brought fantastic 
interviews with Karl Radek on 
the eve of the purge." The list 
grows to include Hitler. Bcnes. 
Litvinov. Stalin. 

A life of rich experience. What 
does Boothby CTory, Aljcrdceii E. 1945. A/a;. ; 2.37-J) make of it all ? 
He looks beyond the " isms " to " a 

FOR B o o i h b v the 
enemy is Uic political 
theorist wiili a text­

book concepi.ion ot man. And 
ho warns tiie Tories against the 
blandishments of doctrine, tells 
them to nuke expediency tlieir 
waicJnvord. unprejudiced oppor­

tunism their method. 
His long-term objec­

tive? No blueprint 
Utopia, obviously, but 
" a property - owning 
democracy, founded on 
social justice . . . an 
organic unity of the 
State, of private enter­
prise, of managers, 
t e c h n i c i a n s , a n d 
manual workers in the 
productire p r o c e s s . " 
Responsibility, n o t 
Drivilege. 

Boothby has a habit 
of being right. He was 
right about the Ameri­
can Loan and the 
" Gradgrind • mercan­

tilism " wiilch goes along with it, 
("What this Loan Agreement 
does, as Lord Bcaverbrook has 
forcibly pointed out. 15 . . to 
break up, and prise open . . . 
the markets of the British 
Empire, tor the benefit of 
American industrialists."* 

He was right about the Nazi 
menace when our statesmen were 
still talking about further dis­
armament, right in his deter­
mination to seen co-operation 
with Russia. 

Is he right when he advocates 
a Western Federal Union as the 
best wav of averting a third " 
world war? Winston Churchill 
thinks so. If Boothby errs here. 
It is in good company. 

SERVED with H. E. Bates 
m the R.A.F. I have 

. watched his spec tacu la r 
recen t o u t p u t of fiction, mos t 
of il concerned wi th flying 
men . 

since the war he has been 
stuffing h-.s house with chande­
liers, glass paper-weights, good 
pictures and the niagnificenc 
fuchsias whxh he grows \n a 
small greenhouse at the back. 

Seeing him the other day in his 
country home near 
Ashford, Kent, I was 
struck by his tranquil­
lity ot mind, an assur­
ance most rare in a 
man today. 

People oUen ask 
whether sucli success­
ful writers are born or 
just made. S h o r t 
answer is that they are 
first born ; the rest ij; 
just hard work. 

The new room Bates 
has built for his own 
brand of hard work is 
as-tasteful and elegant 
as a boudoir. Ditncult 
to imagine a book like 
" T H K P U R P L E 
P L A I N " (Michael Joseph, 
10s. 6d.) being written there in 
two months, in an armchair. 
(After' writing some 30 books, 
Bates has given up using a desk.) 

Early start 

I s this the story ot 
someone born for the 
job, or is it hard 

work? I t looks to me like tiie 
proper balance between the two. 

Bates's grandfather was a 
farm labourer. His father was an 
executive in a leather factory in 
the Midlands. At the age of 19. 
Bates resolved to writ« - boolts. 

He made his early reputa­
tion, and began bringing up a 

her i ted 
lingers. 

by Beachcomber 

CAN joy Ki l l ? " asks a 
morn ing p a p e r . I t 

can cer ta inly hur t . When 
Legendre. the geometr ic ian, 
was . given t he Legion of 
Honour, he went home and 
jumped so high for joy t h a t 
he banged his head on the 
ceiling and was knocked out . 

A friend remarked, "Had he 
killed himself, it would have been 
a death worthy of the successor 
of Archimedes." 

And now I come to think of 
it, Baudin. a member of the 
Council of Ancients under the 
Directory, was said to have 
dropped dead from joy when told 
in 1799 that B-^naparte had come 
back from Egypt and was i.he 
man chosen bv sieves to get rid 
of the Government. 
Mim.sre S^opcorner 
\ f R. T. CLEVERLEY GRAM-

POUND, the amorous Mayor 
of Sopping Overcote, will once 
more be Father Christmas in hLs 
native town. He has written to 

Mlmsie Slopcorner suggesting 
that she should be the Sopping 
Overcoie Fau-y Queen in the toy 
department of Mobble and Grit-
away. "Ail you will have to do," 
he writes. " is to stop the children 
touching tne clock\vork mice, 
wave your wand when it's time 
to put the lights on, and pretend 
to change my reindeer into, a 
toadstool." 

M r s . W r e t c h refuses 
\ V U G W E L L has asked Mrs. 
T » Wretch if she would be will­

ing to jo'n his circus for a month 
as Queen of the Sec-Saw. He 
would engage th^• Persian.s. and 
all she would liave to do would 
be to walk up and down with a 
Japanese sunshade wliile the 

' Trio did their act. He received 
an indignant refusal. 

A during innovation 
riTHE Hist che-ss match to be 
JL piaved on stilts underneath 

a skating rink will be broadcast 
next Tuesday in the Cretins' 
Hour, with a crawling commen­

tary by a man in a divmg helmet, 
travelling 300 miles an hour in 
a plane 10.000 icet up. The 
moves will be radioed to him by 
an actress. 

The cabmen again 

A NEW edition ot the "List 
of Huntingdonshire Cab­

men " makes its appeaj-ance in 
time to provide a welcome Christ­
mas gift for all who are .in­
terested in this fascinating 
subject. By adhering to alpha­
betical order the compilers give 
the lie to any criticism of 
undemocratic bias which might 
be made. Nobody who wants to 
know the names and initials ot 
every cabman in Huntingdon­
shire can afford to be without 
this standard work. 

family of four, by writing about 
the country which was in his 
blood. His children went to the 
village school (his two sons are 
still .therei. - He became chair­
man of Ihe parish council. 

He did not frequent literary 
cliques of the civics, but he was 
no recluse. When his reputation 
spread to America between the 
wars he went there to meet pul> 
lishers and editors. He went on 

writing a b o u t 
England and the 
English villages 
and small pro­
vincial t o w n s , 
picking out the 
small people in 

vivid memorable language. 
" T h e Purple Plain." published 

today, is the current Book 
Society choice. On publication 
in .America it has already earned 
£37,500. Its initial printing here 
is 600,000 copies. 

I onlv hope that some quick­
witted British olHcial does not 
take it into his head to direct 
Bates, who is 42 years old and 
extremely idle-iooking, into some 
Essential Work, He works on a 
book from nine till one. 

Inspiration • 

H E spends the after­
noon fishing or gar­
dening (he has in-

his grandfatlier's green 
with powerful results). 

He is even so strict with himself 
as to take Saturdays and Sundays 
off. This, I think, is where we 
encounter Inspiration—that old-
fashioned word which the clever 
men have been laughing away tor 
years. 

'• A book, you see. 
begins to pursue you." 
complains Bales, who 
is one of those stimu­
lating m i s e r a b l o s 
always at their best 
when they least look 
like it. " I t won't leaiie 
vou alone : the damned 
thing nags you. So in 
the end I turn to it 
and say : " I'm going to 
write you,'" 

This s t o r y about 
Burma pursued Bates 
tor two years. When 
he was in B u r m a 
during the war a padre 
suggested he might like 
to go over from the 

camp and lielp some Christian 
Burmese villagers choose their 
hymns for Easier Sunday. The 
choosing of the hymns and a 
brief encounter witli a lovely 
Burmese girl started this idea. 

" T h e Purple Pl.im" is about 
Burma while tlie war was still 
on. and about that Burmese girl 
whom he has called Anna. 

Understanding 
ATES was In Burma 
for only three months. 

'In that short lime, 
however, he carried away so 
much in his eye that the very 
burning heat of it all strikes you 
us you read these pages. 

When Bates, as " Flying Officer 
X." wrote " How Sleep the Brave. ' 
he forced on us the agonv of 
men cast adrift in an R.A.F. 
rubber dinghy. His Voyage of 
the Breadwinner" cast men 
adrift again. "Pai r Stood the 
Wind for Prance" [500.000 copies 
in England and the U.S.A.) 
told the story of an air crew 
painfully saving themselves from 
occupied France. 

After Its opening love story this 
new book iraps three men, one 
badly burned. In the Burmese 
wilderness: I t is not bv callous 
knock-em and shock-'eni writing 
that Bates urges his characters 
to the limit of human endurance. 
Rather he emphasises the en­
during human spirit and all its 
accompanying weaknesses. 

For all its lavish colour and 
atmosphere, for all its tenderness 
and understanding, it is a terrible 
and tragic document. 

The critics who sav "Burma 
and all that is finished" are 
damned. Here Is an inspired 
slorv ol e n d u r a n c e love 
character. 

No export 
market, so f 
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13. It's an agreeable sound. (7) 
15. Fret. (5) 
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18. A ta.slet. (anag . ) . (2. 5) 

19. See 1 Down. 20. Beaten. (8) 
Down 

I and 19. It's a hidden danger : 
even il you are a charmer. (5, 
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3. Lengthens. (4) 
4. Doctor of old. 15) 
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9. Part of a ship. (4) 
10. Al though It gives he ight It is 
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organ. 
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:[ Northern Orchestra. 
-1 The Vicar of Bull-
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-oprano. 
4.i:i Fashion and Beauty 
5 Children. 
•,.T-,:t Weather-
(i New.s; Sport and Tall; 
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(i.I,^ Farming Today. 
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".311 '''hursday Concert. 
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J) Big Ben Minute; New.-: 
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'•orga^"*''^^' 
^̂ XILS."̂  M a y e r I s 
1'^.i.i Accordion c l u b . 
12.-Ii) Midland L U t i ' t 
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Reg P u r s g l o v e ' s 

, Music Makers 
•i Womairs Hour. 
.1 David Java's Orch. 
:..}() JacK Whlto-,s Band 
•1 i h e Hohln.sons, 
4.15 CharlPF S m a r t : 

organ. 
4.43 The S t r a d ivarl 

Orchestra. 
5.15 Black Dyk 

Band, 
."i.-lj Geraldo's Orch. 
fl.lo Portland L i g h t 

Orchestra. 
fi.45 Dick Barton. 
: News and Newsreel. 

WUls 

i.:UI Camp Show, with 
B o b H o p e . I r o m 
B r e m e r h ft V e n 

« Focii.s on the o t h e r 
Hall. 

MU.5IC in Miniature 
!) Family Favourites. 
».;{0 Northern M u s i c -

Hali. 
10 News. 
10,15 Starl ight Serenade 
ut.:t.vu Eddie sh f tws 

Band. 
THIKD ritOtSUA.M.HE 

5ll .f i Ml.. '»u:i.5 m. 
C p.m Prokofiev: vjolln 

and piano. 
6.30 Navigation In the 

Twentieth Century : 
talk. 

U.5U The English Sonnet 
7.m Stabat Mater bv 

Agostlno Stel lanl . 
;.45 Critic on the Air. 
S Music by Smetana. 
.'I Benelux tho economic 

all iance b e t w e e n 
Belgium. Holland and 
Luxemburg. 

Cuncert—conto 
HMO Growth of a Poet's 

Mind : Wordsworth. 
KMO-11 0 n s t r u n g -

story. 
TFXEVISION 

VlHlnn 45 m c / s . Soijnil 
41.5 m c / s . 

l l - l ' i Film. 3 New to 
You : ^variety show. 
3.45-4 C a r e e r s and 
Cradles. 8.30 S a l o o n 
Bar. 10 - 10.15 News 
(sound o n l y ) . 

our tailored fittings, which ar» 
more expensive to make. 
t> Popular patterns have aliorpn 

Herring-bone designs, orders 
months ago. became unfashiou 
able before he got delivery. \ 

Americans are suspicious nf 
- . ' - -our prices. Tarills, dues, and 

1 g 1 _ L brokers' expenses put 50 per ceaL 
/^Infh ' l ^ / l / C ° " the price. Suits and coau lyL'i) LI L i \J ^ '̂ere selling well at 18 guineal 
Lyo-vy*^i» ' * v ^ . ' w until Sir Stafford Cripps Duf a 

£12 ceiling price on ihem 
y ^.^.^ — 7 at home. The reaction on 
{ , > the American buvers u-aT 

b y T O M S H A W | .. s h o ^ . c 

MOTHS are making a 
hearty meal of 600 
yards of knitwear 

cloth on the shelves of a 
wholesale house in Caven-' 
dish-square, London, W. 

Mr. Paul Rolande bought 
the fabric from the mills 
12 m o n t h s ago on condit ion 
t h a t it was made Into gowns 
tor export . But t h e m o t h s 
arrived before t he orders . 
Th is is why. 

Many lorelgn markets have 
closed against British clothing 
imports ah:l, in the countries 
that can still buy, Uic coour 
sliades Mr. Rolande has m stocH 
have gone out ol fashion. 

The Hosiery Control a t the 
Board of Trade refuses to re­
lease the cloth for the liome 
trade. So Mr. Rolande's girls are 
kept busy spraying DDT insecti­
cide to stop the moths extending 
their front. In danger are an­
other 4,000 yards of expensive 
velvets, brocades, and crepes. 

Clothing e.-:porteis . up and 
down the country have a similar 
problem. The total value of 
these idle stoc^ is too vast to 
estimate, but the trade organisa­
tions claim that their members 
are being pu-. out of business by 
unreasonable restrictions' im­
posed by olBcials out ot touch 
with world markets. 

Frozen cash 

R ECE>iTL.Y the Whole­
sale Textile Association 
sent a deputation to 

the Board ot Trade with test 
licures from 12 manufacturers 
who had sunk £300.000 of their 
capital buying silk, rayon and 
wools from France and Italy lor 
re-export as made-up goods. 

Markets were assured when 
thev bought, but by the time the 
fabrics were delivered it was no 
longer possible to sell. 

Officials turneo down their 
request to sell the materials in 
Britain. I t was argued : " You 
must try to find a foreign buyer. 
We are doing all we can to 
reopen closed markets. If you 
still have the goods in six 
months' time we will review the 
position." 

Meantime, garments are dating 
in w a r e h o u s e c u p b o a r d s , 
deteriorating with brushing, 

II is not onlv the cloth which 
i s" frozen." One New Bond-streo: 
maker ot women's coats and suits 
has 30.000 coupons tied up in 
readv-made clothes waiting for 
an overseas customer. Witli that 
number ot coupons he could buy 
another 6.666 yards of material, 
enough for 2.500 costumes. 

Charity orders 
' ^ ^ H I S manufacturer. 

I Mr. E. Seton Cotterill, 
h a d to g i v e up 

coupons before the mills would 
deliver. He will have them re-
lunded only when the articles 
are sent abroad. 

But where is his market ? 
Before the war, two-thirds ot his 
business was with the tJniteri 
States. "Today, all 1 get are 
charity orders." savs Mr. Cotterill. 
His total exports amount to only 
six per cent. The reasons he 
gives ? 

1 .-America, be says, bas a pre­
judice against British goods. 

The development of fashion and 
design over there has gone off on 
a different line from ours. They 
prefer loo.se. dressmaker styles to 

This made Brit ish 
manufacturers "stua mn. 

scious." They saved the lasi 
scrap ot material put into a 
garment. " It is only when vou 
see foreign-made clotiies tha' 
you realise just hoiv wo skimaeii' 
them.", says Cotterill. 

4 Some British firms spoil-d ihf, 
.-American mar.kct. Dunni- ili, 

first boom of getting Bfii'-sti 
woollens out to the States, mucli 
of the buying wa.s done bv cable 
and many people senlojt Infcr.or 
goods. That has done a great 
deal of barm. 

Hold'ups 

E i . LSEWHERE e-vporters-
have found: Scan- " 

' dlnavianandEuiopeaa 
countries are short of money and ' 
will nol accept luxury imporis. 

The Colonial Office has circu­
larised countries like Malta -
Cyprus, Gibraltar, West and East-
Africa advising them not lo iiuy 
any quantity of goods froni 
Britain to preser%-e the sterlinz 
balance. * 

South Africa, who took-big" 
supplies after the ro.va! lour, is 
now heavily over-stocked. 

And although most e.xporters. 
are doing only a tnckle. of.-
business abroad, the Governaient--
is diverting still more goods for--
export. 

Mr. H. C. Scott, anotner-
London wholesaler.^ was promised • 
Irom the mills six lengths ol 
woollen cloth, suitable lor the 
home trade. Samples were made 
up on models, and his travellers 
booked orders for all the 246 
frocks that it would make. 

Then officials said: "Those, 
rolls must go for export." And.., 
the orders had to be cancelled 

The i9/ay out 

THE m a n u J a c turers 
suggest one soiui'.on: " 
"Give us freedom to 

get into the open market and to 
rid oiirselres or these frozen 
stocks. With the monev and 
coupons let us buy something we 
can iell. If we are allowed to , 
keep pace with the changing 
foreign market then exports will 
go up." 

Meanwhile the moths have it 
all their own way. 

Rupert and the Big 
Bang—36 

Alter ihe trail has burned us way 
out ot sight the two friends wait 
and hold their breach. " W h e n will 
the bang come?" whispers Rupert, 
ijiill they wait, and. just as ihcf 
ihmk the trail must have failed, 
there comes (he most shaitcriag 
crash. The whole earth shakes, the 
air Tills w i i h dusi. more ot ihc ruins 
topple down, a n d ttie entrance is 
blocked. Luckily for Rupert and 
Bingo a grcJi beam gets wcdpcd 
above rhcrr heads and prevents the 
ceiling Irom falling, 

AU HiailTS RESERVED 

.1. ' t ' i a . ^ A 

HoJif much is an hour's sleep worth ? 
Can 1VC sleep less withoui paying a price for the loss r Many serious 
thinkers believe so, but recent experiments suggest othcnvisc. 

• In these cxperimifnts boys were deprived of ri\o hours' sleep at 
night. Next day, they used up twenty-five per cent more energj" than 
usual doing brain work. The fact is that the loss of even one hour i 
sleep has to be paid for out of our store of encrgj-. 

Still more important than the Urxf^ih, is the qmlliy of sleep we get. 
One hour of deep sleep is worth three of fitful sleep. That is why 
Horlicks is of such value at bedtime. It promotes the deep unhrokcn 
sleep we need for renewed energy ncit day Horlicks remains m 
short supply. 

ON SALE EVERYWHERE 
SIZES: 

H i d . , 2/2 & 4 / l , 

SOUTHKRN MANUFACTURING CO. LTD., GLASGOW. C i 
MamifaeMt'd hj HERBERT CROSBY & CO!, LTD,, LONDON'. W. t 
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