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Buless favourite  form, the

novellu, s represented in this collee-

tion by three stories, ~ The Dam

“The Man Whe h:u;l Squirrels ",
e s

and “ The Tiger M " The Man

Who Loved Squirrels 7 s the longest

and most successtul. 1 s set - though

imprecisely i 1 and s
ul one of those nart 1

ul
be-aroused rustics who e
vou think, have stopped wearing
smock and whom Mr Bates presents
with such sympathy and exactness
The explosive misture that always
lies somewhere deep down in these
slow giants of his i sublly and
gradually hinted at. Spile Tuckson is
a woodiander who cuts and trims
fence-poles for o fiving. and is taken

advantage of by
crabby old mother and an umeru-
pulously acquisitive slul. When Spi
does finally erupt inio the violence
for so long been working up
to. this violence takes 3 form w
the reader moment: finds unex-
pect 1y vight too ance
as gol over the shock of it
The other two long stories, one
mother-daughter hatred, the
an anti-climactic tale of war-
me aduliery. arc done with style
and assurance. but haven't quite the
bite of the main picce

To open and close the muster Miss

he

potations with & visiting vicar round

off the on a note of unforced
cheerfulness and good sense





