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436 H. E. BATES

to thrash the team representing Hitler’s mastet-race by six
goals to three. +

By the time war was ovet it was inevitable that the heroes of
that resounding Berlin victory — men like Tommy Lawton,
Raich Carter, Wilf Copping, and Stan Cullls — were on the
verge of slipping from the international football scene. A new
race of giants had to be found to represent the countty that
had taught the rest of the wotld all that was best in the skill and
beauty of soccer. And soon, as men like Carter, Drake, Lawton,
and Caullis turned their talents to the tutorship of new teams,
we began to heatr more and more of a man, up in Manchester,
who appeared to be dedicated to the apparently revolutionary
notion that you can make mature footballers out of boys in
their teens.

To me that idea of Matt Busby’s never seemed in the least bit
extraordinary. There is nothing more true about football than
that it is 2 young man’s game. In youth the eyes have a fantastic
swiftness, limbs are marvellously supple, with powers of
resilience, and tecovery unknown later. The clay of young
flesh is a beautifully plastic thing that can be trained and shaped
under skilled teaching in endless and remarkable ways. Not
only in football has the principle of shaping extreme youth
ptoved to be an excellent one. Who, twenty yeats ago, would
have dreamed of swimmers of thirteen and foutteen representing
their native countsies and breaking wortld records? Today
these things are commonplaces,

Gradnally, as the Busby principle of teaching was translated
into reality, the names of the top students began to emerge.
We began to hear of players representing Manchester United
in the First Division at the age of seventeen. Presently we wete
to see the greatest of all the Bushy prodigies, Duncan Edwards,
an appealing giant of a boy, representing England at the age of
eighteen, striding the Wembley pitch like a matutre colossus,
gaining the first of his eightecen international caps, under each
of which he increased in stature so much that at twenty-onc
he was not only a veteran but clearly England’s future captaia.

If T select Duncan Edwards as the most compelling of all the
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