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by Flight Lieutenant

emy

Superiority of the RAF over the en :
superior aircraft. but largely

is due partly to
finest in the world.

to its manpower—among the

2 ing from
bright December afternoon a Stirling returning
0 P: :uid i: the docks at Brest came into its aemd!“?me :“:
land. Its pilot, an Australian, touche(.i down ‘:j
exactitude that seemed to indicate that nothing extrao u:lary
was wrong. He was within a day or two of his 23rd l?xrﬂlu:yt-
His second pilot, contrary to the popular supposition 2
the pilots of bombers are for some reason mxddle-?ged men,
was a boy of 19. Among the crew was a young engineer, who
was badly wounded. The floor of the plane was greasy Wi
oil and blood and from the port outer engine a stream of
petrol was pouring out like a bright fan in the w_ind. As the
plane touched down it began to disintegrate. First the port
outer propeller fell away; then the whole of the port inner
engine. Then the complete port wing fell off and, falling,
caught fire. The huge tyres of the Stirling were punctured and
flat, and finally the whole aircraft tilted violently to port,
flinging the starboard wing high into the air. The task of
can-yingadyingnmnﬁomaplanewhichseemedatany
moment about to blow up would, in civilian life, have been
front page news; complete with pictures, personal interview
and possibly framed certificates. Fortunately the plane did
not blow up. Half an hour later its crew with the exception
of the wounded engineer, now safely in hospital, were having
tea, and of that extraordinary episode, and of the earlier
episode in which the Stirling had beaten off the violent attacks
of 10 Messerschmitts, there was nothing in the next morning's
newspapers.
In this story and behind it, in ten thousand others of which
the public will never see a record because there are so many

A typical man of action is Squadron Leader A c

who was shot down three times during fighting at Dust

had a bomb explode beside his plane on an acrod
into a Messerschmitt in a 700 m.p.h. air Co"u;
had his own plane cut in two in still another une
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take their twin-engined singl N

be found a fraction of the picture that is
day, every night, over sea and land and in
of the ‘RAF in action. The title of
heroism, since the RAF, with its vital
on of normal speech and the coinage of
the word. Nor are they ever likely to
yopular literature and art long held by
gh Brigade.” On the contrary they are,
tinue to be, taken very much for granted.
n the British made the incredible and
_the Crimea and somehow got it im-
“epic, the standards of heroism, like
science and plain inhumanity, have
~ They have changed so far that they
to mean anything. This has be-
n general and, within the last three
jcular. One simple result of this is
hich an earlier age would certainly
‘even if it was bad verse, is today
h. matter-of-fact and perishable
ork of the RAF—words like deeds,
so on have no place in its vocabu-
hind colourless communiques and
take as much for granted as the

B

the heroic touch in the history of
s itself partly responsible.
te; they would prefer
,ofallsinsintheRAFis
line.” The now immortal
hter pilot who was heard to
in one of those unfortunate
\’}éaneral conversation “There
remark has since become
al flying achievement in the
sme to be judged. To shoot
comic, or in plain bad

k even of its
of understatement.
story of @ combat with
= assment is in conse=

P .

Pilots of Westland "Whirlwinds" on " : :
I irlwinds" on "stand by" duty congregate at dispersal hut as they await orders
fighters aloft fo intercept foe or escort RAF bombers.

ilot commemorates his misfortune with

A one-armed fighter p
fuselage of his “Hurricane.”

an appropriate insigne on the

To fly and to be inarticulate, even to pretend to be in-
articulate, have become, with rare exceptions, inseparable
qualities. To treat the daily association with danger as if it
were nothing more than a game of cricket has become almost
a rule. Laconic, nonchalant, dry, indifferent, the RAF passes a
common verdict even on t
action with a couple of words.
show.”

does and what the RAF says about what

Bui what the RAF
it does are necessarily different things. The fact that the

“Good show,” it says. “Good

he most glorious of its moments of




ter pilot's problem is o
in Wu‘::g how to kill time. His life, \?1:3 Not 1
kﬂl Gﬂm mmly boring, dull, direc(ionlcss € i Y
action things he reads, plays cards, revises l\a{th .
His action, even when it comes, is packeq Batig,,
of which perhaps 10 or 15 form ¢ h\xm
B siroys or is destroyec, e
which P& < housands of stories by the fighters i, .
From 14 to select one whxl:h hwxll typify the ’i:ﬁ:;"" i
lect a man who has crowded i er
It is simple” o‘w o silots and to record of him ;?,:;_“;nn-

20 p :
experie{m. It belongs to the highest and rarest 51,
» gy,

i ned.
But it.lll“PPe - pilots Squadron Leader A. C. D,
and bar. is probably le_ast typical. He was o i“t {: Dys
5 jo’ined the RAF in 1937; won service boxing (:} S
land; he Ball, In four months of the sumpm,,
M'nﬁay to August, he destroyed 17 enemy plan.f:r of 1o
en times; baled out three times § e
my machine; a pupil pilot cut h(f Colljg.

with Ie%il:acﬁon pegan in May, 1940. He had volunteereg

very er pilot, to escort a small training-type aircraft 1 1

anoth the aerodrome at Calais. He y 2
.

i there and pick up a squadron
s had forced-landed. The Battle of ¢
was in progress; Calais was =
by the enemy; the aerodrome
of “No-man's land.” When
landed, the passenger was noy
seen. After waiting a few
trainer took off again and was P
borne when a dozen Me. 109's
the escort planes. The trainer
back to land, hit a hedge. Tr ¢
what Deere himself has described 4
grand shooting match with the e
the words are typical—leaving D
his fellow pilot still flying and
2 of Messerschmitts lying all
SEEALY beach, the aerodrome and the ic
 Officer K’““’h Faripbell, w‘g action seems to have been a fi
thumous award °f the V 2 of the gay ferocity for which fi
attack on Nezi warships. have become famous: Deere
certainly destroyed and one probable, his companion ¢
tainty and two probables. The pilot of the trainer g
From that moment Deere seems to have had no
“ patrols over the coast of France began at 3:45 am; ofte

ut by

.lomb'lng raids involving 1,000 or more aircraft are being carried ©
the RAF with telling results. Here a crew is preparing for a "night out




This “"Wellington" caught fire during battle, was saved
when rear gunner (left) beat out flames with parachute.

jerked by the parachute opening of its o
Deere was in hospital forptehe gnrd tim:.m = it ol
thA large part of these adventures cannot be called heroic;
5 ey are examplef of fantastic misfortunes which may and do
appen to any pilot, any day, anywhere. Deere's career is
remarkable because he brings to such a succession of events,
any one of whigh might have been his death, an indomitable
stoicism; the spirit of apparently careless fatalism which is an

important part of the fighter pilot’s make-up. Above all he

:‘hﬂi:p to them, as almost every pilot does, a passion for flying.
passion, which in the lives of young pilots who have often
‘known no other life than flying is a dominant quality, is well
illustrated by the experience of a Hurricane pilot, Sq. Ldr.
J. A. F. MacLachlan, DF.C. and bar. MacLachlan is a
young, exuberant, magnificent personality. In France he shot
down six dive bombers in four days; over Malta he destroyed
several Italians. He himself was finally shot down over Malta
by an Me-109: a type for which the Hurricane of that day
was far too slow. In that action MacLachlan lost his left arm

and spent most of his time in hospital not only in an agony

3 of physical pain ﬁ“t in an agony of mental pain—the agony

& Y simply of fearing he would never fly again. Yet
ﬂ'fufg in “_. English Channel, in 15 days from the time his arm was amputated
_" :"»"P"d"9 daylight sweep- MacLachlan was flying solo again; an enterprise
most people would have been extremely chary of

undertaking in 15 weeks. His joy at being able

to fly again was precisely the joy of the ordinary

man at being alive at all: not to have flown

would have been synonymous, for him, with not

being alive. Today MacLachlan flies with great

skill, daring and success as a night-fighter, using

a specially constructed intricate artificial arm in

place of the arm he lost. He is an exceptional

example of the fighter pilot in action: of the

supreme individualism which even such physical

disability as the loss of an arm (in the case of

the famous Bader the loss of both legs) will not

crush. It is this individualism, enabling them

to undertake extreme risks because they know

that failure can affect no one but themselves,

that set fighter pilots apart from all the rest.

This individualism is not dominant, on the

other hand, in the pilots of bombers and coastal

aircraft. In planes carrying crews the att'uudul of

the pilot is very different from that of the pilot

flying alone; his position becomes_much more

like that of the captain of a ship. His word is, in

fact, law; he is in absolute command. He must

also not only think of the safety of others; he

(Continued on page 223)
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dilots of Stirlings, for
f 19 and 20. More-
bomber pilot but the
the periods of prep-
tion at least, strikes one
utiou It is the bomber pilot
Ly, strikes one as being vola-
*asons are again quite simple.
pilot must always be ready;
may SiVe him less than

to reach his plane. His
ust be sober, rather limited,
e 3 The bomber pilot, on
oy :bri_efed some hours be-
ies. Once his trip is over it is
 that he will fly again, except in
s ncy, for a day or even two
" And since his trip has occupied

, in one night, the equivalent
four or more fighter operations.
to an equivalent rest. The
ance, the danger, the nerv-
of those hours all produce a
and sometimes violent reac-
nsequence the bomber pilot,
tends to behave something like
schoolboy released from un-
ag}enhon His life, on operations,
violent extremes. °
- strain of this violent way of liv-
seen in the bomber pilot’s
give the impression of not
. Strain and cold
them rather old and glassy. The
: the fighter pilot never give the
1 on. Theirs is much more
of exhilaration. Their tri-
comes, is 2 personal one.
¢ there is far less like}i-
personal triumph. A pilot relies
Luch on the gkill of his navigator;
' tion is extremely and
ose. He relies o:lf his re;r-
: tion, for information
p”tec and for waxmg_ of
o . it is through is in-
" tﬂ:tk ]’-,elzan take evasive action.
3 on his radi’;‘)h operla‘tor,
: i ineer. ere have
v %4 :lnl'ﬁ::e theserfmen have
: ding pe ormances,
i 0;1’ h‘;‘:st:r:mvigator, when his
M wounded or killed, has
~' ly brought home 2
rformances On

est 1
probﬂbly all collective; the

or even more hours, he has

more
) tg:"'em 001:90?: of a ?210:1 offi-
sergeants w
s i falns Peeed o o
::;m‘ but not, as an example of for-
titude and discipline, unique. The cb-
a ‘ée this Wellington was Berlin; the
oud over England thickened into in-
penetrable masses over Germany. It was
a night of great difficulties: so that in all
we lost 37 bombers. Thirty miles from
Berlin the Wellington was hit—"we heard
a craﬁk and everything in the aircraft
shook”—but the flying capacity of the
bomber was unaffected. The captain,
Pilot Officer L. B. Ergeland, took the
plane on over the capital, dropped all his
bombs except his incendiaries and then
turned back. On the way home the
bomber was hit again and almost simul-
taneously the second pilot, Sergeant D. A.
S. Hamilton, and the rear gunner, Ser-
geant A. V. N. Fry, reported that the
plane was on fire. The captain, opening
the door behind him, saw an appalling
sight. The fuselage was full of smoke:
flames were rising through the floor and
creeping up the sides of the plane. The
racks of incendiaries, not dropped over
Berlin because of bad visibility, were
burning furiously along the whole length
of the plane.

The fight against that fire went on for a
long time. From the ground every ack-
ack battery in its course fired at the
blazing bomber. The pilot tried to jetti-
son the burning incendiaries but the elec-
trical switch would not work. The wire-
less operator sent out repeated messages.
The front gunner carried the orders of
the captain to the rest of the crew. The
second pilot beat at the fire with the
burning window curtains which he had
ripped down and extinguished with his
hands.

While the crew were fighting the fire
in the interior of the bomber, flames had
spread along one wing, burning part of it
away. The plane had all this time been
losing height. It crossed the coast finally
at 1,000 feet. And because he liked the
chances of the sea rather than the chances
of enemy territory, the pilot flew on.
Twenty-five minutes after that decision
the petrol ran out. The flaming aircraft
had been flying for nearly three hours.
The cases of the incendiaries were still
burning.

When the bomber came down into the
sea its back was broken. It sank almost
immediately; the flotation gear which
keeps an aircraft on the surface for a few
precious minutes had been burnt away.
The crew scrambled into the dinghy. The
pilot had an injured leg, a face badly cut

by being thrown forward against the in-
strument panel. The rest were unhurt.

They waited for dawn and it was a
lovely day. The sea was very calx}m and
the sun very warm and about 10 in t}}e
morning H urricanes flew over the sea in
the distance, not seeing them at all. A
plane came over and dropped Very
lights, but it was too high for them to

(Contimwd on page 230)
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i (Co';‘ll::; paddled all dl_atedz:)ll‘ o
ltgemdg;i(ing turns, two ta ttlmd'ay
folelr;;ving night. ry’ﬂ;: ne o e

i t
Yiez:x:llfral:vv:;s seaworthy sh{;:}[‘!e? in;;le:ny
Lfowater, and they bzlldervixoo L
their hands. It was © i e

food, which was & o

ir drink, which w

i r six days.
even

jght the wind came UuP

'I;-heafe,t:olr%gly. But when ghe sun c}alm"el
mot.h saw a buoy €0 floating past them
i e}:j il of a with the tide.
o enormously.
t too in ; N
frantically, “hkefdmg
» for fear of being carried away irom
::‘tafg‘aino.r They began to be taken ashore
very fast and finally they could see peo-
ple. They waved and the people ashore

waved back. They paddled to within 20

feet of the shore
| drove them in to
of the rescuers.

The files of bomber operations are full
| of such stories. The individual details
change from story to story. The effect re-
mains the same. These stories are rarely
publicized; yet they are the solid foun-
dation which make the great spectacular
raids on Augsburg and Brest, Lubeck and
Rostock, Skoda and Trondheim, Cologne
and the Ruhr, possible. Behind the
courageous who are decorated stand the

and then the seas finally
the outstretched hands
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article began. But between the crew of
a triumphant Lancaster and the crew of
a disintegrating Stirling there is really, in
the final assessment, no difference at all.
Their status is one with that of all fighter
pilots sweeping the coast of France and
of all Beaufort crews torpedoing ships;
one with all night fighters intruding over
France and all Swordfish piling them-
selves up in the decks of battleships.
They have a common and in the end an

anonymous name. They are the men in
action.

)
—

i first in Aircraft Fuses”
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Malta, G.C.
(Continued from page 86)
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‘»M pounding from the air.

~ Two American pilot officers

SEP*ember. |942 /'ﬂyl

On the afternoon of Wedm:sdz‘y N
26, Spitfires and Hurricanes shey Larg,
the sky a formation of 30 Junkery j ut o
flying in pairs, the usual protectip, U-§7y
serschmitts stepped above them, : Meg.
half the enemy did not get bac”&“'-
within a short while a second fc,n:" l?ux
raided the Grand Harbour. Thig Natigy
was the turn of the anti-aircraft ¢
whose barrage was so intense ang g,
curate that many of the raiders fail ac.
get through, their bombs falling hzdm
lessly in the water. m.
The next day came the heaviest e
so far. For six hours wave after wa‘,‘“k
Stukas and Junkers Ju-88's showe of
down high explosive on the defengr
The first wave, 15 Ju-88's, came inErs.
noon on a southeasterly course, Tt at
suddenly to attack the Grand Harb(,mg
a few minutes later came a similar w.‘{n
and then a third. For 20 minutes 3] ‘;]\en
was loose. Naval ordnance, Bofors a(; q
other anti-aircraft units put up a "steAL
curtain” across the harbour mom;
Spitfires and Hurricanes ripped Wid
open the enemy formations. Neverthe.
less, the damage was considerable,
During the first week in April Malt,
was facing some 500 aircraft, half of them
bombers. On Tuesday, April 7, more
than 300 bomber sorties were flown
against the island, hostile fighter sorties
numbering over 50 more. Hardly a single
Italian bomber was seen. The Luftwaffe
had taken over.
Then came a lull—that is, the bomber
sorties dropped to a mere daily hundred
Kesselring’s grand slam was still to come.
The Nazi air chiefs were impatient—they
were badly behind schedule. On Hitler’s
birthday, starting with a breakfast time
raid, they struck again: then for two
days, in full strength, they blasted the
island. But the Spitfires did some blast-
ing too. Incidentally, an American pilot
officer, still celebrating the Fuehrer's
birthday the day after, got a trifle roust
with a Ju-88 and Me-109, both “prod-
ables” being shot up in little more than
a matter of seconds. ‘
That typifies the speed of combat. Pi-
lots who were in the Battle of Brit"
said that the Malta show was fought & ?
quicker pace. The target was sm.all. "‘*‘
vital area being at most five miles 2
three, and often much less than that whet
attacks were concentrated on the har-
bour. So thick was the traffic tha' ¥/
collision was a constant danger- AS
the aerodromes, they were so Pockma"
with craters that a fighter taking oft L
to pick its way and could never Ry
of finding comfortable space “x“,
Ground staffs slept in snatches o
 not servicing they were filling UP <" .
and both jobs had to be done unde?

€ it
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frc
one *

Norwich, Conn., and the other T
,% eley, Calif-.‘ once had the o il
“meet the enemy on equal terms .
| ‘h‘“ they saw two i\l\\}'.\"ﬂ]::' T

I thousand feet below 1" " jght
Bn ook the one O ', b
e e let go With 87
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