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Mr. H. E.. Bates. e
E &ﬂ' Sﬁake

Hm’; 3F¢'ﬂ" 5Po§e of Iumseff deurmg' «* th:s
i q%;i‘“‘f that man’s scope >’ he voiced a feeling
_ m "Hﬂ' envy that i1s shared by moﬂ n*nters,

§ 1% the iremm
§ Sorer the « honourable envies >’ of a number of
.ﬁhmu authors. We have dr{ady published
Mﬂr Ydes by Mr. Frank Swinnerton and Mr. Gerdld
o Fulure contributors will include Mr. James

1 4,
S ;}M" Rosamond Lehmann., Str Hugh W dpole,-

M Yormg. B

.
w. -

nem W‘riter of cuntroversial philosophy.

Startln
la,t e g to write.

y ﬁﬁﬂ‘?‘e from each other;

ﬁﬁf:h 51}rmgmg ‘from  the now.: ‘hoary |

The purpﬂse of this sertes 1s to

DE{E tlmé B“O I had lunoh unth an eml-:z

e were talking of the way a writer
E‘m ves a style of his own. - “1” he
“often . read a page or two of Shaw
It “helps me.to -
alld sharpen the acoent of What I'

%‘;}iﬂ;ﬁg ay that Shaw, forty years 380 m1ght___-_
&0y *3{1!1&7& been finding stimulus in Samuel

here are few, if any, original writers.
~they sprout
braﬁoheo of a timeless genealogical "
-my friend ‘the:doctor of philosophy-

— Erewhom

-ledging the
fessed an

—

il

il

A ———

#

men and th _ M Odern

E BATES © -

whimsical sprout of the bough that boré

- ’ : . .

d. . k.  x

HERE are, however, few writers who do
" not begm by envy*mg another writer,
go on to 1mitate him, -ahd end by acknow-
debt, Even Shaw humbly con-

irredeemable-. debt to Tchehov
and _spoke as 1f he would have given his
beard to have wr1tten The Cherry Orchard.

e L

~Arnold Bennett, very “gurprisingly, confessed

- being acclaimed in

_Sherwood . Anderson and: Gertrude
‘show -his pedigree.
Moore wu’:kedly

'- mlscarrmges
-httle quality . at the

-as’ a

AL E. Coppard acclaimed
‘Mansfield

but evolve a iormu]a

he had virtually been suckled on Turgeniev.

Katherine Mansﬂeld had the satisfaction of
her life-time as a highly

original writer,. whereas she had done little
combining the essence
of Virginia - Woolf and ‘Tchehov. - Mr.
Hemingway as a S‘Wll‘-‘-t made perhaps more
impression - than "any other writer of the

twenties and thlrtlos. yvet a glance at
Stein will

. Hard},” said George
but with a pinch of salty

“ js another of George
- yet Moore h1mse1f had so-

beginning of his career

writer that thz early. nove]s rmght have
Sunday At Home. Mr.
with Ixatherme

as the most original short-story
the early post-Great War years,

truth;

been wrltten for

wrlter of

owes. more. ‘than half that originality to Henry .

- James, on- whom he imposed what has

'England the" wnters who ecould aékno“-'
ledege a  debt. to

"Russia |
_“ Irorn Gogol’s OLercoat

(Tohehov) -

"The
~Anderson), The. Opon

been

nicely called “a flavour of nutmeg.” In

chkens are an army in.

“ we - all sprmg,

HE -'ﬁumber of wrltors to whom I shall
‘remain eternally in debt are very many.

--_As a2 short-story. writer:

I would have gwen
written . The ‘Darlng
Bouze de Suif (Maupassant)
‘the . Egg- (Sherwood |
Boat (Stephen Crane}),

‘head to have

Tﬂumph of

The Fo:o (D, H. Lau.*renoe) Tu,enty-St:r Men

L and -
M odness (Q’Faoclain},:
“the ﬁnest short story - of our
1 (Joyce).:
of these storles
~ eminent pulp~merchants who appear m tooled :

'_"_moroooo about Chrlstmas time,’
- But most of the writers: of these StOI‘lEE are

-"-"dead W hat of- the’

"_'admlro a rwriter very:
' out ol his. work, and )“Et remain, unmﬁﬂem‘:ﬁ&

4

Shaw as Shawf hlmﬁelf was once al b}’

(Gorkl),  Midsummer - Night |
and what 1S perhaps -
time, The Dead
1 would rather have. written one
than all the: novels by’ those =

a - Girl

living 2.~ 1t is possible-to
much; to get pleasure |

htm as a wr:tor., Thua among lwmg

P PR A - o . . . B Bt S - ) o ) .
--.*‘- V! - '.-"'--.-__“ an . R . - LT Y -
. - B . ) = L e ; . L . ;

. - . PR .. - o Lo .,

Eliot’s many

' ”IVEI'I

sald Tolsto Y,

writers  of st'ories I admire'- th> work of Mr
V. S.: Pritchett, Mr. H. A. Manhood, Mr."

Frank OConnor Mr. Leslie Haluard and

Miss Elizabeth Bowen with a .pleasure that
does not entail a debt.
were from a distarce, without envy.

I admire them as it

On the other hand some \writers are hke

"drugs ; they get into the system, and become

| ~They' are "thé”™ w riters of ‘strong
fAavour.: Conrad, Dhr:}r.ens,r Hemingway, O.
Henry, D. H. Lawrence,” Hardy, Cobbett,
Kipling.  They inject somﬁlhmg

bleod. A writer, stricken by ar ¢ arl:, habit,
may find it hard to give them up.The beat"
of their own particular style becomes, if he is

not. caroful part of the rhrthm of h15 own.
o I ok |

HEHE EH"L foew
short story whose w ork at some time

or other, I haye not uampled.t Once, trying
to learn all I rould of the technicalities of
the craft, I used to spend hours puiting
writers like Maugham, Conrad, Crane,
Tchehov,” ‘Maupassant and Tolstoy under the
microscope. - From such a close study of the
short story I was bound, in time, to find -
myself formulating a number of conelusions.

a habhit.

And one of the most interesting of these con-f

clusions was that women writers have played -
an astonishingly large part in the growth oE
the modern short-story.

That partly explains whr 1f I look round
at the hundreds of contemporary short story
w I‘ItEI‘S it is the work of four women writers. .
that. in an unaggre ssive “way, I envy most
conf-ustently "None of these writers™could.
‘be called famous ; as
tIOHlZEd the - short story, though all
its- progress - distinction, One, Miss~
Dorothv "Edwards, the author of a EIH“IE
‘volume called Rhapsody, is no longer living ;
‘her story
Anothor Miss Pauline Smith, also the author
of a smgle volume, The Lﬂtle Karoo, has
‘written little for ten years; yet. her - Story
The Pain was on its pubhcatlon acclaimed all .
‘over the world " The third, Mrs. Malachi
‘Whitaker, is a Yorkshirewoman with four -
volumes of storles to her credit: the work, 1.
‘think, of about a dozen years. The fourth.
DMiss hathenne Ann Porter, is one of that
- group of Southern American writers whoﬁe

work follows that of: Shorwood Andorﬂon m

dehnoatmg the natwo Amerlcan ﬂcone.
THE achlevemont of all four of these wrlters
is, if measured by quantity, quite small §
compared with the novelist who, as he. W‘rltE‘S
one novel corrects the proofs of another am:l
‘reads’ the press-cuttings of - a third, their ouf-"
- put s tI‘lVlal Yet compare the quality oI
- the novelist who for  thirty - }*Ears has per-

| petrated ‘phoney, - : fairy-naive
- with the quaht}' ‘of The Pain, which. touohod

“even the materialistic heart of Arpold Benoelt .
“with its tragic simplicity, Jts almost Biblical o 0
ote rnol f olk taior

tf\e

rhythms and-~its’ alr of

Posterzt}f plays .
~in.the least surprxse me i f pooterztr 5&1 thm

“single. story,. as. wuniversal i -its beaﬁty axxd
meanmgias Tho Procizgﬂz Soo mgh up a!:&wﬁ

into the

Eng,liSh writers ﬂf thg

none of them has revo]u_—-*
have -

The Country House is a masterpwoe
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_.--Pam has the humble simplicity

~ It is wholly unsophisticated. Miss Edwards’

- story The Country House is also simple, but
- the simplicity is oblique;
-refined simplicity of a cultivated mind ; its

. is peetical.. :
-~ a masterly essay in implied statement, of the
. style in which the chosen order of the words,

. rather than the words themselves, create the

4 the tail of a duc

v they never deviate.
oo wWork never develops |
e on the indtial perfeetlen. .- Miss Katherine Ann .
<o Porter has on the other ‘hand as many styles,
‘o apparently, - as she pleases ;
oo o fully trsined smger wha is at once ‘equaily -
7L o at home with the opera, the hymn, the lyric.
%o She writes, as in her stery’Noon Wine, in a -
s st yle smelling of the cow- yard; or, as in Old
e o Mortality, in aostyle that has ‘been pressed
o ';-'fbetm*em sheets of lavendered silk.
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L the el:rese pmducts ef the mass—-pmducmg
.o~ novehst,

Dutstanding from its other qua]1t1es Tlre

it its the delicate

naivety is a pretence, clouding an irony that
The Country House 1s altogether

flavour, the atmosphere and the final meamng

Df thﬁ tale. R *

RS. WHITAKER i3 what I should eall a

_- pixilated writer ; she looks at humamty |
‘with a touch of msptred daftness, and as a

. consequence sees 1t more elearly and more

“ . truthfully than most of us.

.. _eapricious ; what she has to say runs on the

o finest Tine between banality and inspiration ;

.- it falls flat or it lifts the feet 6f the reader
¢l the earth.

Her work is

Mollineaux’s house
** Arthur

in Mrs.

art of these sentences.

Mrs, Whitaker,

-1t ‘can never improve

‘she is like-a.

methods she is complete
to her with absolute naturalness. As lonyg as
5he is writing shg 1is also developing; and

- a5 long as she is wrltmg, the short story ".’F’ll]., | "

I thtnk, go on developl :tog. .

HESE then. are the wnters w1th whem,
semetlmes 1 feel I should like to change-
In the formula of their werk facn

places.. |
pOSSesses  an  unknown . quantity, -an  *x”

“which no .amount of hterary algebrmcs wlﬂ.
~“Whether this is synonymous
That '}
ewn ‘age nhas produced. more  women
ﬁndmg natural ex-
pression in the short story is, however, in-
1t is. also worth
They are
“what are called quiet writers. Unlike Kipling |
they do not’ front. the world with a flag in |}
~one hand and a drum in the other: unlike }
e Hem;& ~James they are not mterested ‘in } SRR

werk out,

ﬂm;ﬂy w1th femlmmt}' I do not know.
_our.-
wnters than ‘any other,

dlsputable These -writers,
mtmg, mesﬂy lack shewmanshm

mmmng elabarate embrmdenes in

R, !

*nw} are not interested in telling storles “of

2 AR ‘But they do happen tﬂ he
very int ere:ted m hu man bem gs

. bold action,

Hm bmxh lxkc .mher'mmm mmi s
Md]td *ii-" a m

o
ek e ETee

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
_.:-'H'. i

of folk-lore.

Miss. Smith and I\’hss "
ﬁ-.-_.f--_-'-5_'-"-__-'___Edwards all have a specialized and enviable
- style, a seleet and natural method from which |

It is notable that their |}
at ordinary

| solid, mustard “ gas” is a 11qu1d and phos-
To.be useful in modern war
a chemical agent must combine in as :high.
_a degree as possible the following proper-

Of both
mistress : ‘both come

'm-ethods

HERE has been mere nonsense wrltten
in the press and In supposedly scientific
- novels in recent years about the sub-
_reet of poison gas and its employment

than ‘about any other modern development

in the technique of warfare. Before the out-
break of the present war the public were
regaled  monthly—or "even . weekly-—with

| tales of a new and extremely deadly super-

gas just discovered by some obscure research
worker in the chemical warfare laboratories

of a foreign power—a substance so deadly
- that, to quote Professor Kendall, “a drop of .
deg will kill a
semsational
{ of five hundred or a thousand t
gases, we have writers like Mr. H. G. Wells—-—_”_

In her stories there ‘is little } who should know .

» . that can be called style, yet precisely because
o - of this her work has the touch of natural

._ Her method is that of an etcher;
--mwlt incisive stroke= an effect of suggestlen
oo Everywhere
*. - there were great branches of coral.”
coivo Pringle fell in love with a barmaid whose
- name was Minny . . . Pringle was troubled.”
" “The end carriage-of the train waggled like
Y >’ Perhaps only the writer
G -uf ‘stories, driven always by the necessity of
~o0osaying eomethmﬂ important in as lmpresswe
hut as short a way as possible,: can, fully
--'-f'..-_ﬂppremate the AR

it placed on the tongue of a
horse.” Apart frern  these
announcements of the dlSCUVEI'}’ of" new

better—-—and
pacifists,

could be wreaked yuypon our cities by a

remarkably 'small number of bombers carry-

ing a remarkably small amount of mustard-
gas or lewisite drepped as a
upon our heads. -

- - What is.the actual p051t10n wrth regard_'
to the discovery of new gases?.
15 the danger of gas being used agzunst us,

How  real

and what can we expect as a result of . its

use? . Let us- examme these questmns m
order. - - . ot -

: o

-_The poss:bfhtres are hmrted

First, it. must be realized that the term

“poison gas” is a loose one and can mean

elther a toxic solid, liquid, or gas.

temperatures Adamsite

‘Thus,
15 a

gene is a gas.-

ties: it must be hlghly toxic (poisonous) :
it must be cheap and easﬂy manufactured ;

it must be stable over a moderate” range
| of temperature and not readily decomposed
1n contact .wrth alr or water or metal c:en-_”

tamers.

During - ‘the lasi ‘war and the mf_er-war'
i permd a great  many substances were ex-
amined on both sides for their suitability in
| chemical warfare: of the thousands exam-
‘onlty some thirty fulfilled the abave

ined,
conditians to a sufficient degree to make them

- practical propositions, and only about a dozen
_:.ef these are likely te appear in this war .
if chemical warfare is ‘employed, at all.
_. 11135 ’
.._shewn us the types of greupmg that must be
{ present in a suhstance if it is to be effective.
Now, the conditian of ease of manufactore—~"
and. a very important consideration this is-
| under war-time eendltmn.s_precludes ‘the-
‘use of anything but fairly simple compounds,
| and since almost'all the Simple mmblnatmns';

Furthermore,  systematic. research:

.l:l

pared and examined-—maost of them actually

during the last” war—the  likelihood of the
_;dlseever}' ﬂf a new and praetleable super_gaslf_

;-15 remote

_ r S
- 1]

.__arghe;meal-warfare experts in mest ceuntnes
ol course, aware of this fac
e ahwt these ‘writers or abeut thelr kmd of
o story, “so bewildering sometimes to those |
= readers who like cverything painted with |
.-+ bold line and detail and can never fill in the
© 0. unpainted distances for themselves. But it |

fﬂ C’Em iﬂ that ether w rlters will derwe fmm

-quent13 research is:directed ln ether drree-!”.'
m.amly towards the- 1mprevement of .
of . manufacture of known sub-

stances and new and improved
.employing them. methods of

" The second of these twn

terest to- us3 - if chemical . warfare is used
...agamst 115 ¢an: W‘E E‘Tpect the ‘EﬂEmy tﬂt
. .__;-_';;_-'_j'ii*h__""ET the gtmds in- some- new and. Surpris- .

1 = Let g examine 'three typmal

-ﬂ;‘-:" d 'ailgemus' eunmn&aﬁm -- ﬂf 'thi-'s
numher of bembs Cﬁﬂtalmng i
hEVE’ tﬂ be EmeEd frﬂ dj " gt

| not more than . fﬂm’ m"ﬂ
- I frmt trees are’ ?é by th é yealian
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s By JOHN HARLEY-MASON

‘disperses rapldly,

respirator,  the only

the -ultra--
who - have_given us gloomy and
horrific prephemes of the devastatl.en that

¢ dew Uf death i |

plane, ‘the
“broken - up. mte ‘a mlst é!e i
‘droplets by . the -air . eur
'.behll?nd they machine. .. ~This E‘aﬁ
{ coalesce into drops large. €
-rapidly undpr gra'ﬂtya
| ingly slowly,-if ‘at -all.
“small’ mpertm?ed if . an}%
‘of liquid relea
il ?‘eaeh the greuml ﬂt 311 smf
{ by evaperatmn during ‘its .
~earth will. aceeunt Sfor: mﬂs
lines of inquiry is clearly of lmmemaze in- .} .. e

{ released - irq::rén}l1 %h Smegar"
" gectually rea '”ﬁi
over ‘an . " extremely: wide m

sy G REaLlICLe : there is: mttung par-
“ . tmu}‘aﬂy“ew 333‘3“1 fms and since the Bas.

Mmmﬁ“ :

‘ 511113..

has a f,am

absorbed h}- ﬂ]
people wha ;
are those’ v

find their gas-masks in time.
| The German occupation of tpe
1 ports has raised two W possihi]

smell and is easily

to become casualties

release of a

| gas cloud o
which would, 0 the Fre

carried by a- suits

~drift across to this count
©0f gas shells into this emd

range  guns. Practical difficulties
very considerable. For a gas-clg

‘used'successfully, a very large amo

would be requlred-—a.n amount of

the cloud would have to drift at lea

five miles without becoming sg

persed as to be 1neﬂect1ve. A ste

‘south-easterly wind would be req

as the prevailing wmd in the Clmm
‘the -south-west,

‘would be avaﬂable. PR
-_,The wind might change

1t is-orly. rarely.

Furthermore, there ‘is ELIWE?S"

blllt}' of the wind changing afie
has been released, thus blowing

out to sea, or worse (from the
pomt of __mew), blowing it back ove
{ 1Ing point.

- Another difﬁeult} is
suitable for projection in the form

.are all’ more or less. easily - decor

water, so that the passage of ¢

~miles across the sea would result:

of a considerable amount.
" The d1fﬂeulty “about lung-rang+

generally is that the guns used I
-boring after firing about fifty time:

ence of the last war shawed that,
is used, random shelling is useles
necessary to fire a very large !

‘shells into a srnall area to set up 2
‘concentration. - This being so, 1t
that with a necessarily hmlted !

suitable guns, not Very- mueh cal

t 1n this duectlon
= M ustard gas and Iewrsrte

Passing on to eur =eeend examﬂ

'_expect the enemy  to spring any
‘on us with vesicant hqmds such 2
gas and lewisite ? Tt is over the @

of these - substances - that the sc2

previously: referred to - have reail
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