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H.E.
BATES

THE piciure 1 have chosen frome my collection, Fssan
g, i by HenoeGaloael Theb and wos poimeed m May
18935, ar the very time when he and Laweree were making
the rouwnds of the cafs concerts.

I have chosen the picture not only becavse &t i i ivself
as vibrant and fresh and enchanting a5 the day o owas
paisted, but becisuse T Gnd the very date of i execution
a malter of absorbing interest and astonizhmenc

When Heoei Vieomte de Toulowse-Lautrer, the grotesgue
bullimning dwarf who had been born into one of Framce's
oldest and meost aristocrate familes, wenh o B in
Alonunartee o the early eighteen-mineties, one of the firs
rends he was to make among his fellow painters was the
voung arist, Henri-Gaheael Thels. The twn men  had
much in cormmon. Both were enthusiastic frequenters of
eafes comcents 3 both were  accomplshed  Iithographers ;
both had a sharp cye aml a sirong sense of homoor,  Boc
whereas Laotres sz well epough off, [bels was penerally
hard up and abwavs under the pecesioy of thinkiog up resh
dodpes v wake & livtle money.

The two men eventually prodoced  eleven lithographs
each, three of Laurec’s and one of Ibels” beivg wnied.
The resulung book, Lo Qo Conerd 5 now extremelr rane
in it complete state, Lautrec's hchosraphs baving beoen
remived from most copies, the lesser known [bels beins
nothing like such a rich commerciz]l proposion. A
complere copy, in perieet condition, will rost vou alwos £330,

How rhid Thels, ar the very dme when be and Lauirec
wiere soaking themselves in the ooisy and a2leohobc debanch-
imgs of Partaan night Life the life chat on Lawiree™s own
confession was finally oo make him ool moral sucide —
manage e turn himsell inside owr, as L werne, and creane
thus calmese, mest yvical and most ceposeful of piciures 7
What cimsed him 1o turn from the wild fills and Bownes
ol e woupers and paint this fresh and enchomtimg yvoung
lady in her mutton-leg sleeves ranguilly sewing 21 2 plece
ol wivid scaclen elodh by @ sill watersude ¥

I fimel mn answer 3 Tt chis piciore, for all s ceposs,
has for me a great inper vibration, [t 5 e a2 scgment
cut from a Bummer day,  [is vivid callgrraphor  hines
etrongly mecall Lautees himsell ;  the background of oress
bevend the water has an echo of Bonnard.  Less heirous
than his fmend the debauched dwarf genius, 1bels may well
have breo, buc this entrancing hule skeich i il has, in
oy view, oo need to fear che rvalry of more distingusinal
CORLEANY,

And chat reminds us to remind yow . . .
our Painting Competition is still open, there’s
an entry form on page 138
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