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I am about to mention; I only know
all of them are on the market and
a diligent search through catalogues
specially devoted to the less common
bulbs will seek them out. Of Fritillaria
meleagris, already mentioned, there are
four or five variations, Artemis having
grey-purple checks, Pomona having
violet checks on a white ground, and
Saturnus, a large-flowered variety hav-
ing bright red-violet flowers.

Several of these species come from
North America, though a larger
number originate in Eastern Europe
and Asia Minor, indicating that some
of them, like certain tulip species, need
a good summer baking to prove suc-
cessful.

It is also only fair to say here that
the old oracle Reginald Farrer claimed
that the fritillary family had on the
whole rather a bad character or, as
he put it in his own particular way,
were of rather ‘miffy temper. Now
my own way with plants of miffy tem-
per is very simple—out! I have neither
time nor patience to stand in prayer
over sulkies, however rare, who refuse
to spread their sweetness on the air.
If they don’t love me then I don’t love
them and swift divorce is the only
answer.

Farrer was also decidedly cynical
about certain fritillaries having ‘bells’
of dingy chocolate and greenish tones,
which often appear transfigured by the
enthusiasm of those who desire to get
rid of them as ‘rich purple’ or ‘amaran-
thine violet'. I take this to be a wise
injunction to inspect the living flower
before you buy, or in other words ‘put
not your trust in catalogues’, the com-
pilers of which all too often don’t know
the difference between scarlet and
magenta.

However, here are a few more spe-
cies to seek out. F. pyrenaica comes,
as its names implies, from the Pyrenees.
F. acmopetala has petals pale green
inside, tipped with purple. F. pallidifio-
ra comes from Siberia and has, accord-
ing to one catalogue, yellow tulip-
shaped flowers but, according to Farrer,
beautiful solid white bells—take your
choice. Farrer accords it ‘a good sound
perennial temper’.

Finally another word or two about
the noble Crown Imperial. It has a
flowering period of a good month or
more, and its pendant bells throw off
even the heaviest April rain. With me
it has emerged quite unscathed from
a week of extreme nastiness composed
of gales, torrential rains and a touch
of snow. You can’t ask much more
of a plant than that.
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It’s the season for cling and curve,
bias cut skirts, versatile shirts that
sweep to the floor and sweep men
off their feet.

Go-anywhere pinafores for home
or evening wear.

Jackets with trousers and skirts
that say goodbye to boring old
suits. And pants galore.

They're all in—and they’re all in
Simplicity.

Clothes for you, clothes for your
man and clothes for the kids —in
colour — in Simplicity.

Just find your pays
fabric, make the
look you like
andyou’reright
in fashion!
With Autumn
Simplicity at
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pattern coun-
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