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PIRANDELLO’S STORIES. Jut i
% the Continent Signor Luisi pirandello has i ‘gT;
abways been rvegarded as something besides ! Brown;
a writer of metaphy y i
and poetry he has published in his ov l
sewer than thirtecn books of short stories—exacty |
the number of volomes in the English edition of |
™ ee ¢ Better Think Twice About It 32 ]
{Jchn Lane, 7. 6d.) is the first selection of Piras instea
Sullo's short stories that has appeared in Eaglish, | qun b
and it eontains only thirteen srories, of which 1E murde

L plays. Besides novels
no

discov:
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sevaral are very slight pieces, hardly perhiaps SeTious | The r
cr important enough for inclusion in a volume | their
representing  his whole outpat.  Doubtless the | may |
fransiators have attempted to give examples of all
types of the Pirandello story, in which case they
have made a good selection. Their transla fion, |
+00, is adequate without having the same exquisite |
and faithful quality of the best translations from
the Russian. The Firandello of the short stories
is a little astonishing. There is no trace in the
author of ¢ The Other Son,’” abare, simple, straight-
Jorward tragedy of motherhood, of the invelved
and baftling Pirandello of plays like " Six Charac- | i5 nc
ters,”? or © Each m his own Way.'’ Indeed, the | woul
best of these stories show him a$ an artist using
mach the same methods as Maupassant, who might } myp
in fact have written A Call to Duty,” a daring | « 'fh
litile comedy of marital complications. 1 hope this 1 wrp,
wolume is only & sort of hors d'cenvre to a long meal i
of Pirandello steries.

In * Twos and Threes,” by Barbara Weotton | g

{Howe, 78 6d.}, there are six stories only. The 7
clketch, the very briel jmpression conveylng & mood, | oy
or passing incident, has no place here at all. Its “_1 :
abzence is significant, for it scems to emphasize ot

Aliss Wootton's ipability to say things in that
itt, direct, severely ceononiical manner of which
Maupassant was such a master. veral of her
stories, compressed into half their length, would
have been doubly impressive. And this is saying
a great deal, for Odd Man Out” and ¢ Parned
ety ' are stories of original Azvour, caustic
1. and ironical, and only an unhappy slickne

i “ 80k Adultery
below thent Morning After excellent
example of the 1ry ng-too-hard-to- ay-too-much
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type of story. In by and atmospherc as
good & the rest, its sa irical conve are
stimulating, but at the cnd one has that feeiing of
wearine qes of going a long W round to

come tO & I was plainly v
start of the journely.
nael Arlen * {(Col
i of well-dressed, §
and romantic pl
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