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5 Old Man Riverin a
Great Rich Novel
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; By H. E. BATES
Green Margins. By E. P. 0'Donnell.
(Eyre and Spottiswoode. 7s. 8d.) |
“|The Happy” Retwm. By C. S. Forester.
(Michael Joseph. 7s. 6d.)
Plague in Bombay. By Nora Stevenson.
(Cape. 7s.6d.) ‘
Plague with Laurel. By M. Barnard
Eldershaw. (Harrap. 7s. 6d.)

“"GREEN MARGINS” is a big book. It
is odd to think of its selling 90,000 copies
-1 in America; whereas Victorian America
would probably  have lynched Mr.
ODonnell for writing it at all. It is a
rich-coloured, fleshly chronicle in the pre-
vailing American panoramic fashion, a
book crowded with colour and figures, half
romantic, half realistic, drenched in afmo-
sphere. ~Mr. O’Donnell’s scene is the
Mlssmgépdpi__l?elia; hig characters are the
most odd mixed bastard race of Creolest
and Cajins, immigrants from Greece and
Dalmatia and Italy and Germany, and
negroes of all colours. He has two main
characters, a girl, Sister, left with an
illegitimate child whose father she will
not marry; and the river itself, the
Mississi ‘Fﬁi, which dominates the whole
book with something like the foreboding
power of Egdon Heath in “ The Return of
the Native.” Mr. O'Donnell never con-|
sciously admits the river as protagonist;|
but you are never allowed to forget it:|.
always, through 500 pages, it is there,
huge, mysterious, a great lump of primi-|
tive life binding and shaping and domina-.|
ting all the other life in the book. The |
| degree of Mr. O’Donnell’s saturation m| !
~the stmosphere—of that river 1s not the|,
least of many admirable things in “ Green
Margins.” |

Urchin of the Riverside

But if the river dominates everything,
the portrait of Sister certainly outshines
everything. This richly physical, deeply
spiritual portrait of a girl growing from a
raw, almost half-civilised creature, an
- in'chin of the riverside, to a fully articu-
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and_artistically -exciting. -And -in--many
mﬂm atmospherically, fo - ce;
the book will satisfy the dgreediest: ‘all the
‘brawling, raw, hot- ed life of the Delta

T
is here, with the smell of the river, the| ¢
oyster beds, the marshes, the wild-fowl, | f
Fthe water<hyacinths, the wind-swept leves,
the shipping. Like all its tribe, the book
 suffers, occasionally, frem the gas.of over~
statement being Ieif too high. Its emotions
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er, might just as easilg be sailing. the:

Serpentme as the romantic seas off thé

coast of Nicaragoa., The book is ranmf
a story of that astomshlﬁge eature, La

. Barbara Wellesley, who mands to iae

| see the book Iess as a novel than aﬁ A
scenario for a successor to “Mutiny on
the Bounty,” with Mr. Clark Gable, a&tha
taciturn Ca | ] _'
'with Miss ]

the Lady Barbara, and all t has
and bloody cannonading with Spaniardu
and Spanish rebels as stirring back-
Fground, ~Unadventarously ;

y
story of adventure cries out to be man-
| handled by Hollywood. Mr. Forester, I
feel, and hope, can do far better than this
| happily titled, not-so-happy book.
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| Luxury Liner ‘

| Miss Nora Stevenson's “PLAGUE IN

, | BoMmeay ”

_ino mistaking if. . Ynu. can lay no- cbﬁga
of cardboard romanticism against

L

, Stevaenson Her Iuxury liner, bound for

.1a plague-stricken’ Bomﬁay thh only
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, { eleven first-class passe:
4ll Tight, and you arema eto
{taste. its hot-house, brittle, artmﬂm

_} atmosphere ag though you were sailing
1it. You are, in fact, the twelfth passen-
.| ger; you "drink the mxﬁiomdollar cocks
4 gﬂz ottheg'ichJew Lev‘y‘mymkiﬁ:%
| Portuguese ﬁmoan

. | all over the 3 you seg the dramia of
, | Horace Appleby. once ¢lerk, now Levy's.
' EEEwc w '







	Coversheet37
	old man1
	oldman2
	oldman3

