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A Terrible Situation

He pursues a wretched and difficult
course, wounding his lovers, alienating
his family (who deserve it, anyway),
losing his job to an eccentric millionaire
collector. Finally, he is involved in a

Aldington the

husband, to tell him of the most ghastly.

who remember Ibsen’s “Ghosts” will
need no elucidation of this point. It l|| l
terrible and moving situation, and the
passages describing it could have been
tackled and written only by a novelist of
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Heglonal spéech has nat oiten been
more. vigorously or faithfully recorded
n the novel of today than it ls
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His book is, perhaps inevitab

scope, but it is by no means limited in
appeal, and of its kind there is nothing
better being done in England to-day.

Mr. Louis Golding

affinity with his subject and a drachm

competence and fire, he might be an in-
teresting novelist. As it is, he strikes
me as being a stock size novelist. He

worked hard to pretend was a great
novel. Now he has learned economy, with
the result that “ TuE DANCE Goes ON"
is a better novel than his big success.
This is not, in my opinion, saying much;
but it is saying something. If I could
do more to praise this story of the sweet
little Russian dancer and her hair-
tearing tutor and her doctor lover, I
would do it. But if you shake this book
too hard the sawdust lnlls nul Of its

ballet-dancer for whom M men
have thrust nails into their bodi

oe Bowser a pink fit) is nearest to life,
tionary Russia are easily and neatly
sketched, and with fair conviction.

Last, but not at all least, a volume of
short stories. In Mrs. ’s

||| PasTures " the lives of a |mup of Central

European peasants are recorded with rare
veracity and liveliness, in a sty
strong_and distinguished ithout being
at all purple or overdone. This world of
peasant greed and lust and simplicity
and passion and hard foll seems extra,
ordinarily far removed fr urope o
{reaties and pacts and political unrest.
Here the emphasis is on the fundamental, | m:
gnmlllve rges of man, birth, death, love,
unger. hate; the dramas are raw and

less, e played out betwee
Protagonists half worn out by such bitter
contact with earth that it ‘is said of a
woman *she was an old woman of
thirty,” and of a man * emaciated and old,
o wis l‘wenly five.” This is a land that
pular fancy peoples mainly with gvpsy
P Bhestras. Read Mrs. Low and see the
rest. In ‘these unmmpmmlsmz stories
she gets under the skin of an almost
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fabulous life,

once produced an outsize novel, * Magno-
lia Street,” which a great many people
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