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ed by E. B. Osborn

NEW FICTION

| Another Delightful Novel
from India

ach
rest
vas
‘g‘; By H. E. BATES
vho | Phulmat of the Hills. By Verrier Elwin.
v (Murray. 7s. 8d.)
Strangers. By Katharine
(Cape, 7s. 6d.)
A Bridge to Divide. Goronwy

Recently we were given a mnlrk-bl-
novel of Indian life by an Indiah, Mr.

Narayan, called “The Bachelor ol

are offered another;|

llmM as good, and certainly having the

ingredients of a ter i
it |Mr. Verrier ol;lwln?‘;ul (PR s &

rom the Anzb Ind e
a or ay. fact,

ded ote from all accepted (i.., fashion-
the | able, 1 , &ec.)
syal | Indian life of
® of | Verrier's people are a primitive and re-
tten te tribe living in the forest uplands of|
ime |the Maikal Hills—t]
The | move against a ba d n{c

witcheraft, primitive custom, wild
m life that m: thll a piece of the
Jver | best kind of rich in emotion but
‘and | unsentimental, rlch e In colour but firmly
the | rooted in fact, a that is also

and | realistic and as !nnk, {n its portrayal of
un-|love, as Maupassant.

4| To Die by the Snake

But| Mr. Verrier's heroine is a Gond girl:
the | Phulmat. She is extremely beautiful
feels [ (“a girl of furious gold, aloof yet in-
He | satiable; alluring and yet in some strange
y in vay upllmn( ") and is ln love with
amira, who, according to the prophecy
)sen, of a tribal festival, is to die “by the
. 6 snake " within l year. But during that
\ish | Year, other things happen: Gamira falls
> by |3 victim to mothr girl.  Adri, and
" i Phulmnl herself falls lhvicﬁm to leprosy.
: suc

BREEF X )

0
195 | the hands of a lesser writer it might have
'd In| jegenerated into pure mush. But by a
and | carefully regulated combination n_of sim,
thite plicity,  humour, and

| the all, a most beautiful lnnkneu.
was Ao Verrier Meos. the ook where
enc: belongs: on the plane of true reatistlo

ce.
Above all, he keeps It true to the tra-
e | ditions of lh people he is describing:|

. sees t the love he descnbel is.
just | reall, love. (rmk sensual, free.

onds know it, and not as it llmﬂ"
world of Europe and Hollywood. Al

a Mme indeed. he keeps your hand

e the pulse of this obscure and rem-rk—
i lbly !uclmﬂn people. whom he know:

11 xperience of years, and thux
llves us I book which is nnuine in all
aspects of fact and imagination.

___|Why Are There So Few
Australian Novels?

‘ INTIMATE STRANGERS " is a novel from
and about a country which has, for some |
obscure reason, produced scarcely any | yhe Siege of Alc

at

ggexgrep ™

THE W/

of bock
all, What are Australian novelists doing| 1. o rath Y
not to take advantage, as Americans have| It is rather a
bocker’s book ha

done, of the vast untapped sources of the | boc] &
life of their own continent? It is only | Of Alcazar,” for
in the last ten vears that Americans deals with the 1
have seen the folly of looking towards siege and relief.
Europe for lmmrluun A similar revolu-| yides what the
tion Is long overdue in the Antipodes. It|log™" of the Span
is, therefore, a_disappointment to find | Clyil War from
Miss Katherine Susannah Prichard, after| [g3g In thirty-
ls of native Austra life like gt ively sketc
ardoo “ Haxby's Circus,”| from General F
modelling a nwelsgrb the flabby. gossip: from
p- ern of any ish lady magazine
ovellst. * « Intimate, Strangers” ‘might £ the leading
Just as eas ve been written about
orthing or Weston-super-Mare as about C°‘°T‘ an.‘:,f'
the small Australian seaside town in | Toledo neighbou
which Elodie and Greg, c‘]‘m“enoulh idea of the territ
ed to n, find |5 Civil War.
themselves intlm-u strangers because of | Deyastated vill
new loves. It tells us nothing new about| o¢ paper round
Australian life in particular, and not|pad been evacus
much about human conflicts in general. he *\ham )
It is a_competent, readable so-so sort o 'boml
| book. ‘that would ‘have serialised beauti- Teliow “faces 0!
tully 'in’ one of those periodicals where |E0O nent. mil
f' %|in a curious wa
ingerie and baked beans, but it Is not
worthy of tbe Miss Prichard we already | v Einen; Hem|

Ambition Instead of Gloom Corpses broket

“ »  is|chocolate. Mr.
A BrwGE TO DivipE THEM is | the actual

another novel about Wales. In almost | Sivich it it will,
any novel about Wales you may be sure | work.
of finding roughly equal quantities of He does not
sex (in Wales sex would seem to have| idealist axe to g
something of the quality of bad and a Whit
eligion govm. d pettiness. In 2% | book has an ac
Bridge to ivide Them * weﬁtwmethm. don't see any er
fictional | Franco's_officers
recipe: -mbxum A ¢mt bridge to span bocker, “until ¢
s the| the estuary between two owns | except two, one
hows | begins by being the vision “of the uubllc- they may embra
the | spirited Ha ‘fots on o become an | be they wont.
ol on, and blossoms into a symbol of | and there won't
> an memnn'-ownponr In tracing the
graphs of, its rise, Mr. Rees also traces THI
12/6 | the lives of two hmmu. one upper and
———|one lower class. contrasti and com-| Like earlier
par subtly cm-hu them giving | History of Engl
D5 a full but never over-crowded Tecord | under the editc
of their lives. | Clark, * TnE E/
He writes good, honest workman-like |by Mr. Godfrey :
d though he mslm like almost| Press, 12s. 6d.)
B Welth novelists. - in-. Taying almost| weakness of ta
every love-scene in the br-cken on the | little, It strikes
in the usual L dark-| well as deeper)
’E ness, his novel is not derivative, but| political than o
exists honestly by itself, giving promise side, Well enot
of still better things to come.
T EARLIEST DREAMS  is a callection e Sriing, 1
of short stories from America. It is| ture and aris o
customary, nowadays, to hand ‘out indis- | than ‘ordinary.
criminate laurels to almost anyone who —
offers us stories from that continent. The | THINK
it is| Kicks are reserved for our own exponents |
£ the| of the art. Here the situation must be Logic, abstra
reversed. Miss Hale’s stories are like| something out
S€OPC | gmall portmanteaux stuffed to overflow-| oxrceable subje
as a| ing with scores of necessary and un- Brought down |
more ne(‘cssary garments. The trouble is (hnt‘ vealed in its us
Miss Hale, like so many women and so |in Professor Pa
many writers, cannot decide what to take | CORRECT THINKI
Js| and what to leave behind. So she stuffs | it acquires an :
0VeLS | everything in and sits on the trunk and | American book
sn | hopes for the best. All this, though well- and the examp!
‘Show | intentioned, results in an over-lush the ddw\'u‘ ?‘f
how | otional and adjectival mess. But at in the Mi
re least you learn one lesson from Miss Hale, matters of law,
that it is better for the short story writer ship of the
mael to travel hghny or not to travel at all. it original amon
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A GO(

In Mr. Johr
3 \\‘Nrn’ MURDE!
s Pri

spular, rather than
scientihe, Mr. Lew!
bour | o (Hale, 12
ind | rather an entertaining. curious book, 6d.) it
d | T atts Gscuss London in history and to meet ASP. a
arily| London in legend. London before and for where they 1
under and after the Romans, and London seems 1o occur
JL | of Brute, and King Lud and Gog and|it is of the "
b | Sfiog wnd King Afthar and Mordred. |indeed the whol




