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REVIEWS OF BOOKS

ENGLAND AND THE FARMER. H. J. Massing-
Ham. IHlustrated. Batsfox?d. 105, Gd.

THERE IS A tendency to regard the problem of agricultural
revival as entirely contemporary, together with a move-
ment on the part of some writers to compare unfavous-
ably the decadent contemporary world of cinemas, jazz,
white bread, tinned food, buses, tractors, and dying
handicrafts: with a vague and vanished era of prosperity,
nobly populated by what Mr. Massingham calls “the
craftsmen, the yeomen, the fabourers, the poets, and the
celebrants of earth’s due festivals .  All now is bad,
very bad, and is getting worse ; the past was the golden
age.  We are not,” says Dr. J. L. Picton, categorically
in a rather irritable chapter, ‘ Diet and Farming,” “as
our forefathers were . . . they had vigour, vitality, and a
joy in life.”

This being the case, some references to earlier authori-
ties may therefore be interesting. In 1go1, Rider Haggard
found the drift from the land an already serious problem
in almost every one of twenty-seven counties examined
in Rural England ; a condition that could hardly have
been due to the cinema, the motor car, or jazz. More
than 1oo years earlier Arthur Young found that  young
men and women in the country fix their eye on London,
on the last stage of their hopes.”” Another writer speaks,
in 1776, of “ thousands that were migrating yearly ”.
At the turn of the century (1802), * the agricultural
system has depopulated, and is depopulating, the shires

wherein it prevails.” Caird reported about the middle

of the nineteenth century that “ bread, potatoes, cheese
occasionally, and hot water poured on burnt crusts,
w

_into which it is proposed we should “ retrace our steps ™.
- There should be no doubting the excellence of the
- purpose behind Fngland and the Farmer, to which
Sit George Stapleton (The Reclamation of Grassiands),
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formed the staple food of the districts where wages were

lowest”. In a report on wages (1824) we find that
“ degraded and pauperized, the labourer was prepared
to adopt any method of ameliorating his wretchedness.
And -he found the method to hand in reckless and
profific marriage . A report on the employment of
women and children in agriculture (1843) revealed that
women worked for a penny an hour, girls from twopence
to sixpence a day, boys from twopence a day at the age
of twelve”. A witness before the Commissioners of
1867, declared that in Cambridgeshire * labourers as a

- rule are worse lodged than cattle and worse cared for.”

In 1793, “ correspondent after cortespondent to the
Annals of Agricufzure revealed that the poor are two fine-
mouthed to eat any but the finest bread.” Later: ' Men
and women wwere living on roots and serrel; in the
summer of the year 1830, four harvest labourers were
found dead under a-hedge of starvation . . . The labourer
was worse fed and worse housed than the prisoner...”
(The Pillage Labourer).

I do npot know if these are Mr, Massingham’s
“ celebrants of earth’s due festivals ”” or if this is the era

i3

Sie Albert Howard (Sodl Fertility), Viscount Lymington
(Fhe Policy of Husbandry); and Mz, C. Henry Warten
(Corn) contribute verysound and reasoned pieces of work.
But in reading the book it may be well to compare the
pictures of English farming, here so biackly painted, and
the state of English health arising from the misguided
policy behind that fazming, with some pictures of the
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glorious past that Mr. Massingham is so fond of citing.
It is quite clear that English agriculture needs a revolu-
tion ; this is the common text of every contribution to
this book. But is it necessary to look altogether to the
past? Or should we concentrate on the application of
ideas such as those of Sir George Stapleton, who might
be described as a scientist with a heart of earth?
Dr. Picton’s rather testy survey of diet and Mr. Adrian
Bell’s rather clumsy and ill-paragraphed examination of
The Family Farm are excellent as grouses against the
prevailing system, but they offer little that has not
already been dealt with in Lord Northbourne’s Look 0
the Land. Nor is there a contributor to the book who
speaks for the farm labourer or who sees the agricultural
problems as elosely allied to problems of education,

state medical services, state ownership of land, rural -

housing, and so on, though Mr. Rolf Gardinerin an essay
on Rural Reconstruction, touches a related problem—
that “at the moment the church simply dees not do
its job.”’ I note, too, that towns and townsmen are fairly
regularly stigmatized throughout the bock; as though
no one had ever heard of ignorant, vicious, itresponsible
countrymen. This is an excellent way of letting off
steam, but hardly 2 blue-print for to-morrow, It is left
to Sir George Stapleton to offer plans of high practical
value, and to put his finger on what may well be the most
revolutionary result of the war:— ' - :
- One of the most far-reaching consequences of the
war may well be a grear acceleration in the industrializa-
tion of many of the less industrizlized countries—our
own dominions for example. In both Canada and
Australia military requirements are being manufactured
on a large scale, and this must have a profound and

_when the interest of th

REVIEWS OF BOOKS 149

long-enduring influence in both dominions. .. The
impetus derdived from new undertakings and new

methods seldom languishes and dies, it more frequently
seeks further channels along which to gain momentum

... This country is no longer the workshop of the
world ; after the war it will no longer be the workshop
of the British Empire . . . These changes sooner or later
will inevitably react sharply and decisively on -the
economic and social life of this country. A fully pro-
ductive home agsiculmre on this account alone will
therefore become essential.”

In that passage, it scems to me, lies a hope of the
revolution for which agriculture has, so far, wvainly
waited. Tt will, in fact, pay to study its implications.

H. E. BATES

SELECTED BOOKS

CETTE GRANDE LUEUR A I’EST (Les Hommis
" pE BonnE Voronts XIX). Jures Romains. Editions
de la Maison Francaise, Inc., New York.

1t was Lucky for Romains that he-was able to bring out
the new volume of his Men of Good Will axa moment
world is again ceatred on Russia,
The scene is Paris, 1922, when the intellectuals are
discussing the revolution from different points of view
and the city is full of Russians, some emigrés and some -
adherents of the new order. It is like spending an hour
in a library with a file of old magazines and newspapers ;
unimportant details catch the eye as readily as important
ones and one leaves feeling that one knows and has
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