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e will turn " guiding principle ‘‘this, whether you

adventures ot a Lt | like it or not, is what I think.”” In con-

gen Jorg Tha 8 | trast, Mr. Arnold Haskell’s principle is

had an | “Here is what I have seen and felt about
prOd imi \ certain things and places. I may bewrong.

:nt d ~ But T should like you to listen to what I

Jceland; - have to say.” Result: a very nice book,

d in 2 Waltzing Matilda (Black, 12s. 6d. net)—

tich with charm, reason and intelligence,
- unhampered by prejudice, a well-docu-
- Mented and personal introduction to
: AUStral}a. After being “completely, even
?{Bcilressw@ly uninterested in that par-

p.ar continent,” Mr: Haskell has
| it (c)}[:lae an enthusiastic devotee of all
8 shag 'ms from Adelaide to, the ‘“long

.Y avenues of jacaranda, poinciana,

d . Thougl, | risbane’s link with the East.
. ) 3 Hagkeip, ©32Pe for family reasons Mr.
s 5 gy |, > Siticism that all the English-
( Py Tidge Ws of Australia is sheep, Sydney

fba(‘)“" 5 b b'et’t:’;fl g Bradman, I should ask for
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so Mr. Edward Wassermann, who
n Velvet Voyaging (Bodley I,-Iead

128. Gq. net) lets Cooks take cart’:
of the itinerary and the facts take
care of themselves. There is a
species of author, I believe, which
composes books of travel-adven-
ture by the simple process of
reading the Encyclopedia Britannica
and stopping at home. Mr. Wasser-

mann goes one better by ordering
velvet cushions from Cooks. “I
travelled as expensively as I could,
and had every luxury available
wherever I went. . . . There are
few exact descriptions of any
place . . . and frequently, no
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in spelling and geography.” This is so
ripe that it is not surprising that the
subsequent history of Mr. Wasser-
mann’s journey to Java, Borneo, Cele-
bes, Bali, Siam, Indo-China, and China
itself fails to give the impression of
reliability. But if the point is over-
looked the book suddenly teems with
voluble charm, distinguished
people, grand hotels, and intermittent
comment on the operation of lavatories.
As a sound record of adventurous travel
the book gets no marks, but 1s rather to
be recommended as a tonic effervescent
rman measles.
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. tuff in The Wandering
gether tougher ii S
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what I first suspeCMr Martyr set out
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he foundations ’
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a little for the sa
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\ a

gﬁtht‘i:rfﬁh,” Later the adventures
become less physical, the record rather
scratched by some complex touch of
nerves, the legacy of war. Marriage
follows war, and then a struggle to align
living and happiness. ‘The ultimate
settling down to the only life worth living,
in a cottage in East Anglia, puts the
finishing touch to the portrait of a like-
able, friendly, rather bewildered person
who began as a sailor and ends more
or less accidentally as a writer. And the
book, as it should, fits the man.

I expected The Sea, Our Heritage, by
J. G. Lockhart (Bles, 6s. net), to be
pompously prefaced by passages from
Newbolt, pompously written, and the
thle p?trlotic bundle neatly tied with
red, white, and blue. The book is in
reality as unpretentious as a ship’s log
as full of factual meat and as excitingi

The author’ i
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Drake’s Drum to the Altmark
the same time out-doing th’ and ,,
Of the sixteen short narrativees 0p
all are naval occasions, but ap, almy
exceptions Shackleton’s great aong the
boat journey and the COmpanigtarCti'c
of Trevessa, in which two ships,nbeplc
made 1,700 miles of heroic as;)am
across the Indian Ocean, are PiI‘)éce age
memorable navigation which make S(s) of
of the naval affairs, notably Jutla::le
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plying, this is the right book of its kind,

On the principle that the finest wine
should conclude the meal I have lef
Caribbean Treasure, by Ivan T. Sanderson
(Hamish Hamilton, 12s. 6d. net), untl
last. This admirable book, for me, i
in the very highest class of trave:
adventure. It records with enthusiasm,
colour, wit, and an enviable backing of
scientific fact an expedition which began
as a holiday in Trinidad and went o
through the jungle of that island 0
the pine forest of Haiti and the Ve
and savannahs of Surinam. Its charac-

. ters are centipedes and snakes, frogs
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all these and the magical Carib tior

scene in excellent fashion, the auhic
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