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A HORTICULTURAL BIBLE
by H. E. Bates

G the many sins bred by
AMt}?alj most vulgar age of: English
gardening, the Vlgtorlan(,i the

worst is perhaps the specialist gardener.
At least, he dies hardest, and 1s more
difficult to kill than the scarlet geranium
beds, the carpet beds, and those grim and
flowerless shrubberies behind which our
grandparents imprisoned themselves with
such an air of gloomy and prosperous
seclusion. In fact, I am not certain that
the specialist gardener is dying at all.
It may be an illusion, brought about by
the fact that there are to-day a hundred
catholic gardeners who love the com-
monest auricula as much as the rarest
alpine primula for every specialist gar-
dener who devotes his whole life to the
exclusive cultivation of the dahlia or the
sweet pea. The specialist may be out-
numbered, but he is still with us. The
hybridist, by turns a blessing and a
curse, has without doubt helped him to
exist and thrive. The nurseryman has
fed him on titbits of new colour and
shape. The gardening writers have
given him specialized knowledge for
twopence a week, or in book form for
half a crown. Enthralling shrubs may
come from China, new meconopsis from
Tibet, rarer and more lovely alpines
from the Andes and New Zealand ; but
they mean nothing to him. ¢I go 1n
for dahlias,” he says. The words have
an egotistic finality. Beyond that he
W1.11 not—and, I believe, cannot—go.
His garden is a regimental parade of

dahlias more garish and stiff and false
than any soldiers’ chorus in a romantic
oPera. And he worships it. There is
no blindness like the blindness of the
man who grows one flower to the exclu-
sion. of all others. Nor is it a blind

He is not

worshipping of sheer beauty,
concerned with beaut

. Instead, he will lead
like a scarlet sun-hat

one to what looks

stalk. ¢ Fifteen incheg | »

secret. He has sacr: s
buds for that ﬂowe?:lﬁcgl housag
it and coddled it, .+ ¢, fag dunged

and sun and rain as

in the name of beauty, byt i the ) oy
of size, simply in order i

. to out :
neighbour or to win a prize at l:ﬁ:slthn
flower-show. And of all triumphs,g

triumph of size is the littlest.

I have taken the trouble to condeg
the specialist gardener in this way,
because I hate the flowers in which s
specializes, but because it is pleasant
welcome the very kind of book whidk
could convert him.

The Wright Encyclopaedia of Gardening*
is a sort of horticultural bible whi
ought to be given to every horticulturd
heathen. It is a book with an exceet:
ingly wide and catholic scope. Not oty
does it deal with the history of gardeni
and gardening literature for many cetr

i i ’ etvable
turies, but it deals with every ConctH
* The Wright Encyclopaedia of Gardgggf-aﬁ
Walter P. Wright. With 350 .llll..lstl'ab N
with a coloured woodcut frontispiccs lY ghd
Gibbings. Royal 8vo. 600 pages:
Prospectus post free.
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His qurer and his Robinson alone will
cost him many guineas. He may n;t
even require the very specialized know
ledge which they provide; or he ma-
even feel that experience has put hin};
above gardening books. But whatever
his experience, the Wright Encyclopaedia
can, In my opinion, strengthen it and
tell him something new. The book is a
life investment and an insurance against
whatever horticultural disasters or diffi-
culties or experiments the future may

hold.

NEW ILLUSTRATIONS FOR JANE AUSTEN

Yes, but you have only to look
Ainto it to find its ample justifi-
caion. M. Maximilien Vox, who 1is
one of the most distinguished illustrators
and book designers in France, has given
 the Vox Edition a fresh and altogether
%lﬁasant garb to the ever-pleasing Jane.
. ¢ whole production of the edition has
tﬁ:n under his personal supervision, as
= graceful Wrappers, the wunusual
genlgfliers and title-pages, and the
e al comeliness of the books testify.
eover he ‘has executed for each

Z00 CAVALCADE

illfltitggo 1§ to-day a Fecognised
\ trie lon 1n most civilized coun-
S, but 1ts history is a fascinat-
rrOmantlc one, as Mr. E. G.
-netl)nak'%s clear in Zoo Cavalcade
of G his book by the Director
Wil pea? Ogical Society’s Aquarium
tly €s it t(t) all animal-lovers. Not
2 o TOm eay] face the evolution of the
Variery op ¥ tmes, but it also discusses
mtercsting toDi lati
Vidua] ¢ pics relating
Wustra e dmal.S, and it is splen-
aphs. with a number of

QNOTHER Jane Austen edition!

volume, in addition to head- and tail-
pieces, eight coloured drawings, which
have an individuality of technique and a
delicacy of imagination which is perfectly
in accord with Jane Austen’s writing.
These drawings are reproduced by four-
colour deep-etched tone blocks and
are a truly notable achievement in
book illustration. The edition will be
completed in seven volumes, of which
two—Sense and Sensibility and Pride and
Prejudice—are NOW ready, the latter
containing a general Introduction by
Professor Emile Legouis. (Each, 5s. net.)

BEFORE BREAKFAST

HE Austins—Robert the artist,

I and Janet the writer—have colla-
borated in a moOst delightful
rhyme-and-picture book for .children
called Before Breakfast. This ht‘tle'vol-
ume, priced at one shilling, 18 illus-
trated with pictures of familiar subjects

done in simple outline, SO that children

can colour them for themselvqs. Tl}c
1 rely 1n

rhymes, which are pr.mtcd entl 74
capitals, are equally simple and clear.

wake its parents b
Hence the title!
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